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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST SHIPPING.

Mr. WILLCOCK (for Mr. MeCallum)
arked the Minister for Mines: 1, When did
the Govermnent consent to the s.s. ‘‘Qas-
ecyne’’” being allowed to trade on the North-
‘West coast and exempted from the provisions
of the Navigation Aect? 2, Is the ss. ‘‘ Gas-
eoyne’’ to be manned by a coloured crew?
3, If 3o, is it possible that the ss. ‘‘Bam-
bra,’? employing a white crew and observing
Australian working econditions, will be able
fa compete with the ‘‘Gascoyne’’ employing
a coloured crow? 4, How do the Govern-
ment propose, after agreeing to such compe-
tition, to protect the vested interests of the
State?

The MINISTER FOR MINEKES replied:
1, In February, 1922, the State Government
was asked to support an application to the
Commonwealth Government for a permit
granting cxcmption from ecertain provisions
of the Navigation Aet, for an additional
steamer to trade on the North-West coast
and to Java perts and Singapore, carrying
stock and cargo only. The Government re-
fused the request, but, in view of the neces-
sity for additional facilities for passengers,
agreed to support a similar request for a
vessel having suitable passenger accommeda-
tion. In July, 1922, the request was renewed
for a vessel having provision for 120 first
class and 50 third class passengers, and the
applieation was supported by the Govern-
wment. 2, It is understood that the Federal
Government have granted a permit to the
‘‘{iascoyne’’ to carry a coloured crew. 3,
The ‘*Bambra '’ is already competing against
three vessels employing coloured erews, and
thie passenger requircments of the coast are
not sufficiently catcred for. 4, The ‘‘Bam-
hra’’ has been run at a loss in the past, but,
in view of the neecessity for additional ship-
ping for the North-West, the Government
could not refuse to support the application
for a permit,
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QUESTION—RAILWAYS, ELECTRIFICA-
TION OF SUBURBAN SYRTEM.

Mr. PICKERING asked the Minister for
Railways: Tn view of his action with regard
ta the construetion of the Como tramway, and
the pictorial illustration of the electrification
of the Victorian suburban railway, is it his
intention to adopt similar tacties for the clee-
trification of the Western Aunstralian gubur-
ban system ¢

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Cabiact’s decision to coustruct the
Como tramway extension, and the sereening
of the electrification of the Vietorian subur-
kan railways system, having no analogy, the
bon. member’s question implies lack of mind
concentration and failure to use Parliament
for its proper functions. The unequalled sue-
cess of the Como tramline demonstrates the
advantage of displaying eourage and resolu-
tion in dealing with Government works that
de not appeal to the parochially minded.
Fgucation on the electrification of railways
is a precedent to realisation of the import-
ance of medern methods in solving problems
of cheaper transport and inereased produc-
tion. The hon. member’s question therefore
requires no answer, it gives evidence, if such
were necessary, of an ineapacity to grasp the
relationship Dbetween the small extension of
a parochial utility and a matter of national
importance, embracing the solution of a prob-
lan of world-wide significance, namely, econ-
wmie transport.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD.

Mr. WILLCOCK (for Mv, Hughes) asked
the Premicr: Adverting to the questinn asked
by me on 7th Decemher, 1922, relative to cer-
tain paragraphs appearing in the report of
the Public Service Commissioner, in reply to
paragruph 2 of which the Premier replied that
the matter had been referred to the Public
gervice Inspector, will he inform the House of
the reply given by the Public Service Commis-
sioner?

The PREMIER replied: The Public Ser-
vice Commissioner has replied as follows:
‘¢As a result of my investigations I am satis-
fied that there was no collusion in the in-
stances referred to.?’

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX
ACT, 1922, AMENDMENT.

Introdueed by the Premier and read a first
time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1922.23,
Report of Committee of Supply adopted,

In Committee of Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into Committee
of Ways and Means, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
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The PREMIER (Houn. Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham): | move—

That towards making good the supply
aranted to His Majesty, a sum not cxeeed-
ing £4,794,117 be granted out of the Con-
solilated Revenue Fund of Western Aus-
tralia, and a sum not exceeding £111,776
from the sale of Government Propeirty
Trust Aecount.

Question put aml passed.
Resolution reported.

-
ANNUAL ESTIMATES, STATE TRADING
CONCERNS.

In Committec.
Mr, Stubbs in the Chair.
Division—State Prickworks, £19,346:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W, J. George—Murray-Wellington) [2.40]:
These Estimates are submitted rather as in-
formation than for consideration as Esti-
mates in the ordinary way. During the year
the brickworks have shown a profit of
£2.351 35, 9d. This profit has served to wipe
cut the whole of the acerued loss which, about
five years ago, stoed at £7,000. Not only
has this acerued loss been wiped out, but
we bave stauding to the credit of the profit
and loss account the sum of £532 13s. 3d.
During the last six years the works have
passed through varying vicissitudes. At ome
period we could not obtain anything like
a price for our product. We were ex-
posed to a great deal of opposition and
altogether it was a very hard uphill fight.
I elaim eredit for the management that we
shomld have been able to stand up against all
the diffieulties and make a showing such aa
I have mentioned. During the year our
trade lhas been well maintained. The brick
produced is at least equal to the finest in
the State, and need not take second place
to any other. To sueh an extent has its
quality been appreciated that we cannot sup-
pl¥ the orders showered upon us. The policy
of the Government has been not to extend
the trading concerns if it could be avoided.
Consequently, extensions of the brickworks
have not been made. It was not felt that
the Government should put up a further kiln,
but bad a further kiln been erected we could
have supplied an additional 40,000 or 50,000
bricks per week, for the machinery at the
works ia quite equal to the task. During the
vear the sales reached nearly 7,000,000
hricks, The average number we can manu-
facture weekly is 136,000, which is an ad-
vance of ahout 10,000 on auy previous year.
Puring the year £675 in cash was paid to
the Treasury, being the bhalance of the ad-
vance from Consclidated Revenue for trading
capital. At present, with the exception of
'oan funds advaneed by the Treasury for
fixed canital assets, the brickworks do not
owe the Treasury a penny. The interest paid
to the Treasury during the year was £1,333
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3s. 10d., which, added to the profit, gives a
uet return of 11.28 per cent. as against 11,25
per cent. for the previous 12 months. During
the year we have provided cash for deprecia-
tion charges to the extent of £2,109 153, 64.,
ard the aggregate depreciation on these works
amounted on the 30th Junc to £8,081 16s. 7d.,
or albout 26 per cent. of the whole capital.
Of this amount £1,500 has been invested in
the Treasury., When we have any spare cash
we let them have it, or they take it, which is
the sume thing.

Mr, Munsie: The Treasury get your cash
and, it you want it back for capital expen-
diture, they charge you T per cent,; and yet
you cxpeet the State trading ecomcerna to

-y,

Tie MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
time comes to deal with a situation of that
sort, let us hope that Providence will supply
the Minister controlling trading concoray
with spfficient strength to meet it. Tn view
of the lieavy maintenance costs which works
of this kind entail and also that values under
present conditions are slightly on the heavy
gide, T decided to write off £1,000 depreciation
for the year under review, which is slightly
more than ordinarily would be pecessary.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But you have provided
sinking fund in addition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
wish to say too much abont that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have particulars of
the amount—£338,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
only a detail. Provision is made for £1,000
contribution to the Treasury, which will re-
present the balance of profita of Tast year and
a contribution on account of the present year’s
profits. Tn face of these items, which are
all solid facts supported by the balance sheet,
it should not he necessary to say much more.
My views on State trading coneerns are well
known. T do not consider that the Govern-
meat should establish them or have anything
to do with them. But we have them. They
are like the ol man of the sea.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They arc very handy.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: They are
on the baek of the Government. We did not
create them, but we have to carry ont our
duty to the State by endeavouring to mnake
the hest of themn,

Mr. Teesdale: You arc not going to give
them away.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: When a
mun is in a position of trust, even thongh his
opinion may be opposed to a certain thing,
it is possible for him to do his best to make
that thing a success. T wish to pay a tribute
to the mavager of the State Brickworks, Mr.
Bradshaw, who is respensible for the suecoss-
ful ecarrying on of this comcern. The State
is to be congratulated upon baving dropped
upon a mae of his calibre, honesty and thor-
ough reliability. When T found it neccssary
to deal with the product rather differently
than we had been dealing with it, 1 called on
him and did@ not call in vain. At present he
is also looking after the Boya quarry and
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the quarry at Roelands, particulars of whieh
I shall give later on. [ repeat that the Gov-
ermment and State ave to be congratulated
oh having found a man capable of handling
a very ticklish situation as Mr. Bradshaw
has done,

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-fvanhoe) [2.50] :
The Minister’s statement amounts to an in-
dictment of the Government. He said the
hrickworks have the machirery and that, with
another Hoffman kiln, it would be possible
ta turn out a far greater number of bricks
and thus increase the profit from the works.
Although we have been agitating for the
ercetion of this additional kiln, it has not
lieen provided. The Minister professed to
be guite honest in hisendeavour to make the
trading concerns pay. Yet he has been sit-
ting down and has heglected to provide
another kiln which would have turned out
more hricks, given a greater profit and pro-
vided more employment. There have been
instanees of an insufficiency of bricks to
carry on building operations, Had another
kiln been provided, the Minister would hare
been able to announece a far larger profit. The
Minister says he is honest in his endeavour
to make these concerns pay. Perhaps Cab-
inet have tied his hands and wish to make
these concerns look as bad ag possible.

The Minister for Works: I @id not say
_ that.

Mr. LUTEY: That is apparent from the
Minister’s statement, The machinery at the
workg is capable of turning out a far greater
nember -of bricks without incdeasing the
eapital cost. The machinery has not been
worked to its full eapacity, and yet the Gov-
ernment have neglected to provide the extra
kiln.

The Minister for Works: Tt is a difference
of judgment. The present Government do
not believe in extending the State trading
concerns.

Mr. LUTEY: It is well that the people of
the State should know that they have a pro-
fitable concern, which might be made still
more profitable but for the mneglect of the
Government. This is no new question. Year
after year I have urged the need for this
cxtension. Questions have beer asked but
have been evaded. At one stage we were
told that the machinery required to extend
operations at the brickworks was not in the
State, and owing to the war, could not be
obtained. In the following year we learned
that the machinery had been in the State
and that an extra kiln was required. There
have been evasions right through. This goes
to show the business calibre of the Govern-
ment. They are content to lose profits which
would be assured but for their policy. They
should have done the right thing by the State
and erected the additional kiln in order te
obtain the best possible results.

The Minister for Works: If we had not
been honest we could have wrecked the whole
of the State trading concerns years ago.

Mr. Underwood: Why did not you wreel
them?

Mr, LUTEY: I cennot help thinking tha
the Minjster has been hobbled in some way
1 feel sure that bad he had a free hand, h
would have done his best to make the work
as profitable as pessible. The fact remain
that owing to the non-extension of thes
works, their earning capacity has been cur
taited. It ig time the country knew how th
Government are handling these trading con
cerns.

Mr, Tecsdale: The Government could haw
shown a loss here if they had chosen,

Mr, Underwood: The loss is big encugh
anyhow.

Mr. Teeadale:
brickworks.

There i8 no loss on th

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre
mantle) [2.56]: The case put up by th
Minister shows clearly that the establishmen
of the State Brickworks has been warranted
While n small profit has acvrued to the Stats
there ia no doubt that the works have beer
beneficial, not only to private hailders, bu
in ensuring supplies at a reasonable rate fo
Government requirements. The amount saveq
in consequence can never be ascertained, ba
it must be considerable. This was one of th
objects for which the works were established
and no doubt that object has been attained

Hon. P. Collicr: They have bheen policing
the trade,

Han. W. . ANGWIN: The estimatec
loss on the trading concornsa as a whok
is  very small indeed, even with th
Wyndham Meat Works thrown in. Th
estimated  defieiency  for the current yew
on the whole of the State trading con
cerns is £14,383. The items of expenditur
set down include intcrest and sinking fun¢
and depreciation in efch case with the ex
ception of the Wyndham works, for whiel
T believe interest and sinking fund only ari
provided. The State trading concerns as
whole have been heneficial to the State. The
Wyndham Meat Works are likely te show :
deficieney this year of £70,000 and the Stat
Shipping Serviece, about which we hear s«
mueh, i expeeted to show a shortage of
£0,850. Surely anyone who gives the matte:
fair consideration must admit that the Stat
Shipping Scrvice has been of greater materia
henefit to Western Australia than any othe:
trading econtern on which the Governmen
have embarked. With shipping at such a lov
ebh the Government expect to show & loss o1
the ¢‘Kangaroo,’”’ Bambra,’’ and ‘‘Enecla’
for the present vear of only £9,850.

The Minister for Mines: T think it will b
hetter than that.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: T think so, too.

Mr, Angelo: Thev show a profit of £20,600

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The FEstimate
chow a deficiency on the service ns a whole.

Mr. Angela: That is after providing in
terest.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. The expen
iture column provides for interest, sinkint
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fund aud depreciation, The Government are
providing depreciation out of the earnings of
the boats, and the expenditure necessary to
keep them up to the required standard is not
taken from depreciation because that is cap-
italised. That money has been going into the
Treasury. If o man is running a business
and selling groceries, drapery, footwear amd
many other things, he generally takes his busi-
ucss as a whole, admitting that one branch
asgists in providing eustomers for the other.
Those who have opposed State trading eon-
verng have desired to take them individually
instead of collectively. The Estimates prove
conelngively that these concerns are not show
ing a big loss. The Wyndham Meat Works
arc unfortunately not m a happy porition
owing to the drop in the meat market.

Hon. P. Collier: That position is peculiar
to all meat works.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIX: It applies to all
meat works in Australia and more particularly
to those at Fremantle and Carnarvon.

The Minister for Mines: There are no
meat works at Carnarvon; only the machinery.

Mr. Underwood: Properly speaking, these
are no more trading concerns than the Bus-
sclton butter factory. -

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: If it had been
possible to gell the meat, in all probability
the Carnarvon meat works would have been
in operation 12 months ago.

The CHATRMAN: We are not in Com-
mittec of Supply. T am sure the hon. mem-
ber would be within his rights in dealing with
the meat works when we come to them.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: We have no other
opportunity of dealing with trading concerns
generally.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member will
have an oppertunity of saying all he is now
saying on the Wyndham -Meat Works. We
ar¢ at present dealing with the State briek-
warks,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1If we are ohliged
to denl with every item separately we cannot
show the position of the State trading con-
eerns generally as they affeet the State’s
finances. Tt has been said by members here,
as well as by several members in another
place, that the Government are losing enor-
mous sams annually through these coneerns.
People have been led to believe by those who
Iiold responsible positions in another plaee
that this is the ease, althongh the Premier
contradieted it last year. T wish to show from
the figures supplied by the Government that
these statements are not troe.

The Premier: All the statements we made
are correct.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1 am speaking of
ontside eritics. There are three steamers rum-
ning in the State service. Beeavse these are
showing a loss of less than £10,000 wonld
memhbers take them away when they are as-
sistine in the development of Western Aus-
tralia®

Mz, Underwood: Dalgety’s only require to
take one ship away.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Through no fault
of the Government or those who started the
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Wyndham Meat Works they arc showing a
loss of £701000. This is due to the po:ition in
the meat market. The footnote shows that the
(stimated balanee for transfer to Consoli-
dated Revenune Fund is £41,950. The expen-
diture provided under speeial Acts and esti-
mated to be applieable to this division is
£144,007. From this it would appear that the
trading econcerns show a loss of £100,000, but
if we take the aetual figures in the Estimates
we find that the cstimated deficit is £14,388.

The Premier: There iv a loss of about
£80,000 on the Wyndham works.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: T have taken that
in. The gross deficiency is shown as £79,350,
and the surplus as £65,467, leaving an esti-
mated deficiency of £14,383. The £144,000 is
already provided in the estimates of expendi-
ture upon each of the State trading concerns,
with the exception of the amount of £14,383.

The Premier: That i3 for interest and
other charges.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: That is provided
in the expenditure column. The State heick-
works, for instance, provide interest on all
fixed anll working eapital, departmental
charges and sinking fund. These amounts
have to be paid under specinl Aets and are
included in the £144000. * My object is to
draw attention to the position of the State
trading concerns in the aggregate. lLast
month there was a surplus of £164,000. The
recoup on departmental charges, interest, ete.,
from the State trading concerns was £33,339
and a further balance was transferred from
State trading comcerns of £47,055; the total
recoup from the State trading concerns heing
£80,394,

The Premicr: Not much more than would
pay the interest and sinking fund.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Estimates de
not say that. The interest is included in the
£33,000 necording to the report published in
the Press. I hardly think the Treasury off-
eers would give the Press wrong information
on the subject. T hope members will not al-
low themselves to he biassed apainst these
State trading concerns.

Mr, Pickering: Are you binssed?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T must take the
figures as presented by the Treasury, and
T ask members to accept them, too.

Hon, P. Collier: Not the executive figures.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Treasury
fizures do not show that the Btate trading
concerns are responsible for the State’s de-
ficit, or that ther are injuring the State’s
finances.

Hon. P. Collier: And they never have said
®0.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier ad-
mitted that last year. T hope these trading
concerns wil be dealt with fairly and justly.

Mr, MONEY (Bunbury) [3.11]: Very
little is said upon those matters whieh affect
State trading concerns while not appearing
on the Estimates. I have very little doubt
that all the assets would have been pro-
vided for these State trading concerng if
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the people’s money had wot been invested
in them.

Mr. Willeock: You are an optimist.

Mr, MONEY: Private money would have
been forthcoming for these eoncerns but for
the intervention of the Government. The
people’s money could have been better used
in the frue development of the State in
directions where private money would have
utterly failed.

Hon. P. Coilier: Strictly you are out of
orvder in speaking in this way

Mr. MONEY: The member for North-
East Fremantle has endeavoured to show
bhom beneficial thase trading eoncerns have
been t¢ the State.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I endeavoured to
show what the actual position is.

Mr, MCNEY: Then he admits they are
uot beneficial to the people. The State’s
assets would bave been much improved if
the people’s money had not been invested
in this direction. We should have bad
brickworks, and our own money to bhoot.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Now you have neither.
You know the Bunbury butter factory was
established and carried on for years on State
money.

Mr,
correct

Hon., W, C. Angwin: It is.

Mr. MONEY : The factory borrowed a
little money from the State, but the great
proporti-m of the capital used was private
money.

Hewn. V. C. Angwin: Not at the start.

Mr, MONEY: Yes. Tt was contributed
by the shareholders, of whom I am one.
For 30 vears T did not receive. a farthing
of interest on my monev, while the Govern-
ment v re paid every farthing due to them.
That is the assistance the Bunbury Butter
Factory got from the Goverument. The
GGovernment took a primary security over
the whele eoncern, and over all the money
investe¢ There is nothing that is doing so
mueh to prevent the jmportation of butter into
Western Australia from the Eastern States
as the Bunbury Butter Tactory. The re-
marl has been made in this House, ‘‘Look
at what we have done for Bunhury!’® T reply,
‘‘Look what Bunbury has done for the
State.”* The people of Western Australia
arc taxed up to the hilt in their enterprises.
If they make anything at all, a share of it
has to go towards the upkeep of hospitals,
maintenance of voads, and so forth. But
State enterprise is exonerated from the pay-
ment of such taxes. How easy it is to make
a coneorn pay when the Government are
standing behind it! Is it true or is it un-
trne that Government contracts even stipu-
Inte that State manufactured bricks shall
be used ? TIs that fair to private enterprise,
fair to the people who pay the taxes of this
countr: ? If the principle is goed in one
respect or in two respects, perhaps it is
good in all respects. Shall we extend it,
then? If we do so, we shall reduce the
ability of our taxpayers to pay. If we have
private brick works in Western Australia

MONEY : That statement is not

[ASSEMBLY.]

and by extending the State Brickworks
absorb two or three of them, we detract
from the taxation capacity of the country,
because Btate enterprise pays nro taxes.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: If you have to pay
10s. a thousand more to the private brick-
works, is not that taxation?

Mr. MONEY: The State charges the same
price as the private brickworks.

Mr. Munsie: The private brickworks
know that they must kecp to the Govern-
ment price, [f the Government enterprise
were not there, the price would go up 10a.
per thouwsand right away.

Mr. MONEY: Whky do the Stiate Saw-
miils charge the same prices as the timber
companies?

Mr. Munsie: If the State Sawmills were
not there, Bunnings would put up their
prices for jarrah.

Mr. MONEY: T am satisfled that in this
respect America is far in advaoce of West-
ern Australia, The people of Amerien realise
the value of private enterprise every time.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, America i3 a
glorious country.

Mr. MOXNEY: T have no doubt that the
people of Australia, rather than extend
State trading concerns, will in future see
the ather side of the picture. Tnstead of
detracting from the ability of the taxpayer
to pay, by reason of unfair competition,
the Australians will return to the principle
of private enterprise, on which the British
Fmpire was built.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [3.21]: There
accms to be some misconception on both sides
of the Chamber as to the real reason why
State cnterprise was inaugurated. Seeing
that T have been connected with the brick
making industry for 10 years, T ought to
know somcthing about it. State enterprise,
I understand, when cominenced here was in-
tended to aect oz a check on private enter-

prise.
Mr. Munsie: Have the State Brickworks
done itf

Mr. DAVIES: Tf the hon. member waits
awhile, T think he will find that they have
not dene what they were intended to do.

Hen. W. C. Angwin: At the start they did.

Mr. Lutey: And they eould have continued
to do so if ther had had sympathetic treat-
ment,

Mr. DAVIES: Tt is asscrted that State en-
terprises are cstablished only by pepole with
sorialistic tendencies; but 8ir Thomas Bent,
when Premier of Victoria, threatened, on ac-
count of the brick ring then existing in Vie-
toria, to start State brickworks there in order
that the Government might obtain bricks at
a fair price for the lmilding of Flinders-
street vailway station,

Nir. Lotey: But Tommy Bent left the
general community at the merey of the com-
bine. He merely made a contract for the
State.

Mr. DAVIES: [ myrelf believe that our
State brickworks have done an immense deal
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of good. But the price at which bricks are
sold to-day is quite irrespective of the fact
that the State sells bricks. To-day’s price
was fixed by the Prices Regulation Commis-
sion. I myself pave evidence before the Com-
mission when the price was being fixed.

The Minister for Works: But there is no
Prices Regulation Commission to-day.

Mr. DAVIES: If the Minister’s interjee-
tion means anything, it means that the Gov-
ernment shonld have sold bricks at a priee
tower than that fixed by the Commission.

Hon, P. Collier: The prices of the private
yards would go up but for the existence of
the State Brickworks.

Mr. DAVIES: That is a mere assumption
on the part of bhon. members opposite.

Hon. P. Collier: Does not all history show
that the assumption is right? Does not pri-
vate enterprise always increase prices?

Mr. DAVIES: Prices have fallen all roind.
Two veara ago the price of bricks might have
liecen raised but for the Prices Regulation
Commission. To-day, however, it would be
suteidal for any cnterprise to raise the price
of its produect.

Hou, P. Collier: Prices arc falling gener-
ally. Wages are coming down.

Mr, DAVIES: The price of bricks to-day was
fixed two years age, wher wages and the
cost of material were at the very highest point.
However, the idea of State enterprise is not
to make profit, but to show to the general
public at what price a good article can be
fairly turned out. The State Brickworks
have done that, However, there is nothing
to be enthusiastic about. A surplus is shown
in these aceounts, but everything has not been
provided for. Sinking fund and depreciation
remain to be eovered.

Hon. P. Collier: Depreciation, sinking
fund, and intecrest are all provided for.

Mr. DAVIES: Then the State is not justi-
fied in maintaining the present price of
bricks. Tt is said that the State could sell
bricks a good deal cheaper if it increased
its plant.

Mr. Munsie: The manager says so.

Mr. DAVIES: Let me remind hon, members
that the machinery installed at the State
Brickworks is undoubtedly the most modern
in Western Australia. But any hon. member
is in error if he says that the machinery in-
stalled there will supply ancther kiln with
bricks. It wiil not.

Mr. Lutey: The Minister says it will.

Mr, DAVIES: Notwithstanding what the
Minister says, the only machinery lying idle
at the State Brickworks to-day is the ma-
chinery that is kept idle in every modemn
works to meet the contingency of a break-
down. One single machine jis lying idle
at the State Brickworks, The machinery in
use there is one douhle machine and another
single machine. Similarty, Mr. Law at Arm-
adale keeps a single machine in reserve. It
could not be said that because of that machine
Mr. Law ought to build another kiln. If
one of the machines in use breaks down,
then the men can be kept employed with the
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aid of the spare machine, Without inereas-
ing the present plant, the output of the State
Brickworks cannot be inereased. A good deal
of the succees of the State Brickworks is due
to the fact that the kiln is always working
at its maxibmum, or even beyond its maxi-
mom. This is not the case at any other
brickworks in the State. By an arrangement
hetween the management and the men, the
kiln is worked at more than its eapacity in
order to meet the demand.

The Minister for Warks: There is no trouble
with the men. They are decently treated.

Mr. DAVIES: Alongside the State Brick-
works there is another brickyard, not quite
so modern, which waa idle for more than two
years, It restarted n few weeks ago, and the
result was that a number of the staff of the
State Brickworks left to go to work in the
private yard.

Hon. P. Collier: There is no reason why
they should not. :

Mr. Munsie: They went to the other brick-
yard hecause their homes and their families
were there,

Mr. DAVIES: We ought not to become
hysterical over the wmatter of State enter-
prise. 8o far as members of this House are
concerned, there ought to be a compromise
with the object of doing what is fair to State
enterprise and to private enterprise as. well.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is what I ask
for.

Mr. DAVIES: Notwithstanding that the
State has been employing these men for a
period of two years they bave no scruples,
immediately the private yard is re-started,
about leaving the employ of the State.

Hon. P. Gollier: Why should they$ They
follow a natural law.

Mr, DAVIES : Exactly. But members
always say things are so much better in
State enterprises.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

Mr, DAVIES: The Minister,

Hon. P. Collier: He said the men were
treated well, He did not say they were
treated ao mueh better.

The Minister for Works: I said they were
trcated decently.

Mr, DAVIES: The inference ig that the
men were hetter treated at the State Brick-
works.

Hon. P. Collier: You are stretching the
Minister’s interjection. You cannot twist
language in that way.

Mr. Munsie: He cannot help doing it, He
cannot get up without saying something
detrimental to the men working.

Mr. DAVIES: I can be as fair as the hon,
member interjecting. That was shown the
other day.

Hon. P. Collier: That was a fake.

Mr. DAVIES: I know whether it was a
fake or not.

Hon. P. Collier: That ia only a joke.

Mr. DAVIES: The member for Hannana
can make any interjection he likes but ha
will not go out om the public platform and
;epeat those interjections and get off scot

ree. -
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Mr, Mupsie: T have gone into your
electorate, old chap, and answered every-
thing you said and you have not been man
encugh ta reply,

The CHATRMAN: Order ! I cannot allow
these interjections to continue.

Mr, Munsie: You stood in the shadow to
listen. You werc afraid to come out and
opem your inouth,

The CHATRMAN: These interjections are
out of order, and I must ask hon. memhers to
cense making them.

Mr. DAVIES: I am sorry they are being
made but T am not responsible for them.
The position should be reviewed fairly and
that is all I am trying to do. There ate
times when the remarks of hon, members
have to be discounted. I do not claim that
I am less biassed than anyone else, but I
do declare that an attempt has been made
by the member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr.
Lutey) to deery the State Brickworks. His
remarks were wrong and should be contra-
dicted.

Mr. Lutey: But the Minister made the
assertion; I only repeated it. -

Mr. DAVIES: T was not here when the
Minister began his speech, but I heard the
hon. member’s remarks.

Mr. Lutey: I merely repeated what the
Minister said.

Mr, DAVIES: It i3 not the firat time simi-
lar statements have been made here. Ex-
artly similar remarks were made 12 morths
ago.

Mr. Willcock: Anyhow, yours is a foolish
argument,

Mr, A, Thomson: That settlea it. Nothing
more nced now be said.

Mr. DAVIES: I have no desire to ex-
aggerate, and the matter is not personal.
The men at the State brickyards wateh
things just as carefully as we do in this
House.

Mr. Lutey: Ts the Minister right in his
statement that he is turning ont 40,000
bricks?

Mr, DAVIES: It is a question of degree,
That number looks big, but rednee it to
one-sixth, and we get the daily output.

Mr. Chesson: Tt makes a difference in the
Year.

Mr. DAVTES: Tt is a turnover that can
be aecounted for by a tenth rate brickyard.

Hon. P. Collier: But it depends on how
many men you have,

Mr. DAVIES: That is so.

Hon. P. Collier: T made bricks when you
were looking for a job.

Mr, DAVIES: Of course a lot depends on
the number of men employed.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: The Minister said
he did not want a Heoffmman kiln for that.

Mr. DAVIES: The hon. member knows
thiat a Hoffman kiln is most economical. Tf
we revert to a square kiln we shall go back
30 or 60 wvears, Surely the hon. member
would not advoeate that in the State brick-
vards, No attempt has beenm made in this
ecountry, or indeed anywhere else, so far
a« we know, to nationslise the industry. All
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that is attempted is to' nationalise part of
the industry. If we buili three brickyards,
we would not be nationalising the industry.
As u matter of fact the only induestry that
is nationalised in this State is that of the
railways.

Mr. Munsie: It is not truly nationalised;
we do not own the Midland line,

Mr. DAVIES: I am talking of the prin-
ciple. When a thing is nationalised it ig
owned entirely by the State.

Hen, W. (. Angwin: If T had known that
I would have been permitted to taik as you
are tatking, I would have spoken for an
hour, :

The CHALRMAN: I call the atfention of
members to the fact that these Estimates
are not the same as the general Estimates.
Sertion 16 of the State Trading Concerns
Act reads—

Annual Estimates of the revenue and ex-
penditure of every trading concern shall be
preparcd under such heads and in sueh
manner as the Colonial Treasurcr shall
dircet and submitted to Parliament separ-
ately from the Conselidated Revenue Fund
Tatimates.

Are we dealing with these items, or arc we
dealing with the principle of State enter-
prises? These Estimates should not be dealt
with in the manner in which hon. members
are doing now. Still, hon. members have the
matter in their own hands, but if we continuo
as we are doing we shall not make muck pro-
gress,

Hon, W, O, Angwin;
from continuing.

The CHAIEMAN: 1 am asking the House
to deeide whether I am right or wrong in
preventing this discussion from going any
further. The matter is in the hands of hon.
members.,

Mr. DAVIES: T am not attempting to de
what the nember for North-East Fremantle
did.

Hon. P. Collier: You were dealing with
the general principle of nationalisation.

Mr., DAVIES: Only for yeference
POSCS,

Hon., P, Collier: You were just about fin-
i#hed, and of course you are ecoming baek to
the oint.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, 1 do not doubt the
sincerity of any wember regarding the dis-
cussion this afternoon, The member for
Brownhill-Tvanhoe was sincere, but he was in
orror in making the remarks he did regarding
the brickworks. Oftentimes there is a lack
of caudour in ddealing with these partienlar
things. I have atfempted to put the position
not only from the standpoint of advocacy of
State enterprises but from the standpoint of
those working in the industry, as well as those
roncerned in the management.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do not run away with
the idea tbat all the brickyards in the State
are fully employed. There are some which
are idle,

You prevented me

pur-
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Hon. P. Collier: What has been the ecause
of the phortage of bricks in recent months?

Mr. A. Thomson: Unfair competition on
the part of the Government.

Mr. DAVIES; I cannot answer the ques-
tion asked by the Leader of the Opposition.
The yurds that are working are working their
full eapacity. There are more Jarge buildings
in course of crection than was the case for-
merly. When cottages are being built, sneh
as workers’ homes and soldiers’ hemes, no
diffieulty is experieneced in supplying bricks,
but when it comes to straight work such
as that at the Economie Stores, or the Prinee
of Wales Theatre, where bricks can be laid
by the hundreds, instead of by the score, there
may be a shortage. The State yards can
be kept going to keep the State in bricks
without troubling private employers, but onece
you exceed the demand, and you have to go
on the private market, as is being dene to-
day, that is when the pinch is felt by the
State yards. Tt would be wise for the State
to confine itself to supplying its own require-
nients,

Mr, MUNSIE (Hannans) [3.48]: I wish
to reply to some of the remarks of the pre-
vious speaker, The hon. member, to back up
hia statements, referred to the attitude ad-
opted by Bir Thomas Bent, whea Premier of
Victoria. If the hon. member is familiar
with what happened, he did not state it cor-
rectly, But 1 do not know whether or not
he knows the fuli facts. 8Sir Thomas Bent
never made any statement nor did he ever
attempt to protect the public in regard to the
price. All he did was this: The Government
of Vietoria were going to build the Flinders-
street railway station and the private briek-
yards advanced the price of bricks. Sir
Thomas Bent purchased a elayhole and threat-
ened to cstablish State brickworks for the
purpose of the Flinders-street station and
that only. The result was that the private
yards reverted to the former price, The pub-
lic outside, however, paid a higher price just
the same. When the Labour Government
were in office they were decried by the capi-
talistic Press for underselling the private
yards, and eventnally the private yards had
to come down to the level of the prices of
the State vards.

Mr. Mann: Are not the prices the same
to-day?

Mr, MUXSIE: Will the hon. member uot
aldmit that there was a possibility of the
prices having gone higher bnt for the State
works! Wonld not the fares have heen
higher on the North-West boats but for the
State steamers?

Mr, Teeadale:
not.

Mr. MUXSIE: Yes, the hon. member will,
beeause he is cssentially fair, but some hon.
members would not adwit anything favour-
able to the State trading eoncerns. It will
be a bad job for the people when the Gov-
ernment no longer attempt to police private

I will answer that if he will

enterprise, The hon. member declared that
the profit shown on the Estimates was not
correct, that there were interest, sinking fund,
and depreeiation to be deducted from it. He
could not have read the Estimates, for it is
all shown there. There is not a private firm
in the State which could carry on its business
if it had to work under the State Trading
Concerns Act. That Act is not fair to any-
body, particularly ie it not fair to the Minis-
ter contralling the trading concerna.

The Minister for Works: How do you think
T have been able to get on?

Mr. MUXSIE: You would have got on 2
great deal beiter if you had had a fair Act.
The Minister has 'made a success of most of
the trading concerns but, given a fair deal,
he would have done very much betier.

The Minister for Works: Had I had them
as private concerns, I certainly would have
done very much better.

Mr. MUNSIE: The State trading concerns
have put £600,000 into Consolidated Revenue
and have saved the people £500,000 in inter-
est alome. 'That is mot anywhere credited to
them, The sooner the Government realise
that they reguire to give the trading con-
cerns o decent chance, the sooner will they
amend the Act

The Minister for Works: The concerns
should be put under a eommissioner,

Mr. MUNSIE: No commissioner could
make a success of them while the Act remains
in its present shape. Take the year in which
the trading concerns put £170,000 clear profit
into Consolidated Revenue. Tn the first month
of the suceecding year the trading concerns
had to get back £40,000 for working capital,
and the Government charged them 7 per cent.
interest for the use of their own money. No
private business could make good in sueh
circumstances. The sooner the Act is amended
to give the State trading coneerns a fair
deal, the better will it be for the State.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [3.48]: We
have had from several members disscrtations
on the suhject of the State brickworks. The
member for Brownhilli-Tvanhoe (Mr. Lutey)
said the Government were not dging justice
to the works, while the member for Guildford
(Mr. Davies) defended the works on the
score that they were instituted with the idea
of keeping down the price of bricks. The
chief difficulty with which the eountry is
faced to-day is the obtaining of hwilding
material at a reasonable price.

The Minister for Works: Our price is not
rureasonable, for the quality of bricks which
we turn ount.

Mr. PICKERING. If it were reduced,
you would he more nearly serving the object
for which the works were instituted. Not only
the briekworks, hut the zawmills also, are in
a ¢ombine to maintain the pricc at a eertain
level.

Hon. P. Collier: There are other combines,
The architects are in a combine to keep up
their fees.
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Mr. PICKERING: The architeets have jus
as much right te live as have the members
of any other profession.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, why omit them from
vour caleulation?

Mr. PICKERTNG: The Government have
entered into competition with the architects,
and have worked for their clients at very
wuch Jower fees than are charged by outside
architeets.

Hon. P, Collier: Oh, that is the milk in
the cacoanut!

Mr. PICKERING: I am not going to say
whether it is right or wrong to have State
trading concerns.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You were quick enough
to declare the righteousness of maintaining
the Busselton butter factory.

Mr, PTCKERING: That is very different.
T object to the Public Works Department
insisting upon the usc of State produced
material in all Government confraets. That
is a vieiopus principle. NWor do I believe in
the State sawmills entering into competition
with private enterprise in respeet of hard.
ware and that sort of thing. If the Govern-
went wish to achicve the purpose for whieh
the State brickworks were initiated, they
should redunce the price of bricks so that it
wight be possible to erect homes at a reason-
able price.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington—in  reply)
f3.54]: T have not entered into the quesfion
of the gemeral poliey of maintaining State
trading concerns; indeed, I have purposely
avoided it. All T have said is that the
(Grovernment consider that the State trading
concerns should not be extended.

Hon. P. Collier: And you are doing vour
best to get rid of them all the time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Probably
there i» not any membher of the Cabinet who,
if he haid the power, wonld not sell the trad-
ing eoncerng to-morrow, provided a satisfae-
tory price could be obtained. Notwithstand-
ing what the member for Guildford (Mr.
Davies) has said, I repeat that the brick-
works conld produce 40,000 more bricks
weekly thau they are doing, but that they
could not burn them. We conld burn them if
wee incunrred the expense of putting in 2 eouple
of Scoteh kilne.  Mr, Bradshaw, the manaper
of the works, who has been responsible for
hringing them into their present satisfactory
position, assures me that he could produce an
additional 40,000 bricks weckly, but that he
could not burn them. The hown. memiser is
right when he says the kiln is overworked,
right to the cxtent that there are more bricks
going through it than T should like to see if
it were my own private eoncern. As stated by
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) the
reitson is that the demand is so heavy that we
acteally have to load the bricks nearly red
hot ont of the kiln. Our price is 643, for
firsts, and we have orders sufficient for the
next four or five months. TIf we were to re-
deca our price by 33, per thousand, we could

{ASSEMBLY. ]

still make a profit, but nobody would envy the
position of the Premier, whose soul-case is
worried out of him now over these concerns,
and for my part I ghonld have to take a
single ticket to a place where I would not
require any blankets. I have endeavoured to
point out that, with the assistance of the
loyal efficers who have helped me in these
eoncerns, we have been ahle to put them on a
hetter footing than they were before. We are
not seeking any praise, It is idle to expect
even recogmition of what we have done, but I
think it will be admitted that it is better that
these coucerns should bring in some money
than that they should be a drag upon the
State revenue, entailing additiona! taxation.

Hon, P. Collier: Yon have done splendidly.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We pay
neither loenl taxation por income taxation.
Hon. memibers can make as much capital as
they like out of that. All that we ask is re.
cognition of that fact that wherecas formerly
we were carrying a big loss, we have now
tnrned the carner.

Hon, P. Colier:
to yon.

Division put and passed.
Division—S8tate ferries, £8978 :

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY (Hon, R
8. Sampson—Swan) [3.59]: The State fer
ries are proving very useful, and we have re-
ecived ne complaints.

Hon. P. Collicr: iow are you feeling the
competiiion of the Como trams?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Well, the
position might be improved if, for instance
the tram were extended down to the Meads
atreet jotty.

Hon. P. Collier: That will he done.

The COLONTAL SEGRETARY: Bu
whether that would be wise from other stand
points, ia a question for consideration.

The Premicr: Do not make any mistake
ahout that.

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Only 15 months &
go and the Country Party will rule thi
country. :

Hon. P. Collier- Ruin it, not role it,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Perhap:
the prognostications of the Leader of the
Opposition may be justified. At present there
is no justification for them. TFerry passen
gers carried during the year numbered
1,020,008, excursion passengers 10,377, num
ber of single ferry journeys 36,578, mileage
of ferry journeys 31,944, and mileage of ex
cursion journeys 1,698; increase of earning:
totalled £631 and inecrease of operating ex
penditure £331,

Hon. P. Collier: You ecannot expect any
thing like that namber of passengers this year

The Premier: Yes, a slight inerease.

Hon. P. Collier: No, it was Jumbo whe
brought you that number last year.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Jumb:
was a great attraction, but I hope some other
attraction will take his place. The eapita
involved in State ferries is £12,983.  The
gross earmings in  1921-22  amounted t¢

T move a vote of thanks
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£10,324; the total expenses including interest
aul depreciation were £8,066, and the net
profit was £1,258.

Mr. Clydesdale: Conuect the tram with the
ferry and you will show another £1,000 profit.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Every
effort is being made to maintain the business.
The Tourist Bureau is helping by issuing
coupons for round trips. These trips are
becoming popuiar and we hope that in time
their popularity will greatly inercase. No
more enjoyable time could be spent than on
a trip to Seuth Perth, by the ferry one way,
and by tram the other, and two or three hours
at the Zoo. Even the member for Susgex
would find mueh to interest him in the Zoo.

Mr. Pickering: You would be an equal at-
traction.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The man-
ager of the State ferries should be congratu-
lated on the effort he has put into his work.
Notwithstanding the heavy cxpense which had
to be met for repairs to steamers, a reas-
onable profit ig still shown. The reasonable-
ness of the figures and the efficient working
of the serviee should commend the estimates
ta the Committee.

Mr. ANGELO (Gaseoyne) [4.5]: Why are
the State ferries and the State shipping ser-
viece placed under trading concerns?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was dope in
1916 by Act of Parliament.

Mr. ANGELO: Yet activities such as rail-
ways and tramways are called public utilities.
This is a very serious matter. If the Bill
dealing with the sale of trading concerns he
carricd

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Of course you have
your instructicus to vote for that Bill.

Mrs. Cowan: Yon will have to exempt these
two.

My, ANGELO: 1t will be awkward for
those who do not regard ferries and steamers
fs trading concerns. The tramways were
built to provide travelling facilities by land.

Hon. P. Collier: One is a competing trad-
ing concern and the other is not.

Mr, ANGELOQ: Does the hon. member mean
that the ferries arc competing against the
tramways?

Hon. P. Collier: No, against private firms.

Mr. ANGELO: There are private convey-
anees such as motor cars.

The Minister for Mines: They are rom-
peting against rowing hoats too,

Mr. ANGELO: Tramways, constructed to
provide travelling facilitiea on land, arc on all
fours with ferries, established to provide
travelling facilities by water to South Perth.

The Premier: Why not move them out of
this division?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You cannot do that
unless you amend the Aect.

Mr. ANGELO: Railways and steamers are
on all fours. Spur lines are hnilt, not as
trading coneerng but to develop the outlving
parts of the State in the same way as we
provide a shipping service to develop the
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North-West. ILf a satisfactory explanation
is not forthcoming, these two divisions should
be removed from the estimates of trading
coneerns.

Hon. P. Collier: And then you would be
free.

Mr. PICEERING (Sussex) |[4.8]: I would
have been more pleased had the Minister
given some information regarding the con-
dition of the ferry boats.

Hon. P. Coliier: The dear oid ‘‘ Duchess’’
is all right.

Mr. PICKERING: [ suppose it is one
of the oldest ferry boats on the river,

Mr. Marshall: Many a good tune is played
on an old fiddle,

My. PICKERING: That is scarcely the
subject under discussion and T am not a
musician. I have had considerable aequain-
tance with the ¢ Duchess’’ and the ‘' Perth,’’
and something should be done to put the
service into proper condition, The Minister
suggested that there should be some attrac-
tion to cnhance the revenue of the ferries.
Would he include himself in the show at the
Zoof 'The ‘‘Perth’’ is quite unsuitable for
the South Perth service. There is something
wrong with her engines.

The Colonial Secretary: She is purely an
auxiliary boat.

Mr. PICKERING: Then dispose of her.

The Premier; You can have her. What
will you givef

Mr. PICKERING: A ‘‘fiver.”’

The Premicer: All right, she is youra.

Mr. PICKERING: The alteration to the
entrance to the Zoo must affect the ferry
serviee considerably. At least a compromise
should have been made by placing it midway
hetween the ferries and the trams.

The Premier: That is where it was put.

Mr. PICKERING: It is not midway: it
is mearly up to the tramway head. That is
not ftair to the ferry service. I would like
an assurance from the Minister that in fram-
ing hiz Estimates for the year he is not con-
templating any increase in the fervy rates.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
R. 8. Sampson—Swan—in reply) [4.12] -
No increase in rates is contemplated.  The
“‘Duchess’’ and ‘* Mayflower’’ run to Mends-
street and the ‘“Foam’’ to Queen-street. The
‘“Perth’’ is used as an exeursion and aux-
iliary boat. The ‘‘Duchess’’ was extensi-
vely overhauled last year at a cost of €900,
and as a result mapy years of useful serviee
are expected. The hon. member asked what
attraction was being provided now that the
clephant had gome. We are faced with a
greater disabilty than that hecause, until two
or three weeks ago, the hon. member lived
at South Perth, and I am given to understand
that his presence had a beneficial effect on
the traffic to SBouth Perth.

Hon. P. Collier. That iz very ambiguous.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
the advantage of it. I am hopeful some new
attraction may be found.
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Mr. Johnston: Perhaps the Minister will
take up his residence there.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If [ did,
1 assume the hon. member would leave,

Diviston put and passed.

Divisions — State ofels, £54,847 ; State
Implement and Engineering Works, £137,370;
State Quarries, £21,940—agreed to.
9‘;‘)Di\ri.qicm—State Steamship Service, £166,-

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.15]: 1
should like some information as to tho poliey
of the Government respecting this service.
We have read the report issued by the De-
partment and bhave perused the Estimates
which show an estimated defleiency of £9,850.
The Government are supposed to have & dif.
ferent policy but no information coneerning it
is forthcoming. There wus a seeret conclave
of Government supporters who met the Min-
ister in charge of the North-West but the
result of that conference has not been made
public. Tt is likely to remain secret so far as
members generally are coneerned.

The Premier: There is ne secreey about it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is a question of great
public importance.

Mr. Teesdale: The last thing the Govern-
ment said was that they were not going to
take 'a steamer off the coast.

Mr. WILLCOCK: We want up-to-date
steamers on the coast. Aceording to the
report of the State Steamship Service two
steamers, which would replace the antiquated
and dilapidated boats now trading along the
const, could he purchased for £132,000. The
beat that is now ruaning is entirely unsatis-
factory and wae not purchased for the trade.

Mr. Teesdale: She has shown a slight
profit during the last 12 months,

Mr, WILLCOCK : T am talking about her
condition, .

Mr. Underwood. The boat is quite good.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If we had a better boat
we could have a better service.

Mr. Underwood: The people are satisfied
with her.

Mr. WILLCOCK: They would be more
satisfied with ~ better vesacl. She wag given
to the Government under exeeptional condi-
tions, and is comparatively unsatisfactory. It
may be said that a stale erust ig better than
na bread. The fack remains that the trade
is not as satisfactorily conducted as it ought
to be. If these two steamers were purechased
facilities along the coast could be increased
with advantage to the State. We have heard
that the “‘Bambra’’ is to be withdrawn from
the coast. There is seldom emoke without
fire, and it is anthoritatively stated that thig
is the intention of the Government.

Hon, P. Collier: This is the time for the
Government to make a statement.

Mr. Teesdale: Your colleague was told
that therc was mo intention of taking the
hoat off. .

Mr. WILLCOCK: We have heen informed
that a new boat is to be put on the coast.
The service should be run in” the interests of
the State a8 a whole. The Press have stated
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that a change is contemplated and we want
to know what that change is. A npew hoat
is coming here to run om the coast under
conditions different from those appertaining
to the ‘‘Bambra.’’ The new beat we under-
stand may be ren by black labour in order
to evade the provisions of the Navigation Aect.
If two or three more boats of that kind are
placed on the coast the State Steamship
Service will he worked out of existence.
During the war the State Steamship Service
was instrumental in production along the
coast being maintained. But for that ser-
vice other ®tcamers would have been trading
there to the detriment of produetion. Before
this vote is passed the Government should
make an aunouncement as to their policy.
People in my electorate are deeply interested
in the matter. The Government must have
reached some conclusion. Tn order to allay
the feelings of unrest and uncertainty that
pervade the minds of people from Fremantle
northward on this matter, the Government
should make a definite statement as to the
position and their poliey.

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

Mr, ANGELO (Gascoyne) [4.25]: The
member for Roehonrne interjected that .the
Premier had answered the question regarding
the withdrawal of the ‘‘Bambra’’ put by
the member for Geraldton some little while
ago. Against that we know from the ‘‘West
Australian’’ that the ownera of the new boat
“‘Unscoyme’’ are eredited with the statement
that she will replace the ¢ Bambra.”’ Now is
the time to clear up this matter. T have
already ptotested against the State ateamship
gervice being classified as a trading coneern.
Tt is mo more that than are t;he ftalh;%ys.

he service will be retained. ia 35 years
;‘i%]:'z tﬁrst. I went to the North-Wes_t., and dur-
ing practirally the whole of that time I ha‘.re
lived in that part of the S{f}te a.u_d l.)een in
business actively connected with shipping. I
have, therefore, a certain right to speak as to
the necessities of the people living along the
coast. Before the State steamship service
was inaugurated the Adelaide Steamship Co.
were running two cattle boats and a n}aﬂ
boat, and the Singapore line were running
four hoats. Before the war the State steam-
ship scrvice had two boata running, and at
times three, namely, the ‘‘Western A,u,stra-
Ha, replaced later by the ‘‘Bambra,’’ the
‘Kwinana,’’ and the ‘‘Moira,’’ the two last
named chartered as cattle boats. There were
also four Singapore boeats operating. Even
if the ‘*Gascoyne '’ poes on the coast we shall
need five boats. There is ample room, noE
only for the ‘‘Gascoyne’’ but the *Bambra’
and other vessels as well.

TlLe Minister for Mines: More cattle will
not be carried with the addition of the ‘*Gns-
coyne'’ than were carried last year, hecause
the boats will not run a sufficient number of
eattle trips,

Mr. AXGELO: During the war the cattle
growers and sheep breeders of the North
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suffered greatly through insufficient space on
the coastal vessels, with the result that the
people went short of meat in the metropolitan
area and had to pay high prices. Not only
will it be necessary to have the four boats
which Dalgety’s want to run, but fo retain
the ** Bambra’’ and possibly as bosiness in-
ereases have gtill more ships. Before the war
the wool from the North-West was sent for
tianshipment te Singapore, while the stock
came South. The advent of wool sales in
Perth and Fremantle means that the wool will
come South, and more space will be required
on the ships. As development occurs in the
North-West so will the demand for freight
space increase. Regarding the operations of
the State steamship service, we hear it said
that the Gevernment cannot run ships suceess-
fullv and that the service will never pay or
give satisfaction. My experience has been
that the crews and officers who are connceted
with the State service have never had a fair
deal, simply beeause they have never been
given snitable ships with which fo carry on
the trade. We first had the ‘‘Western Aws-
tralia,”” a very fast hoat, but a hoat that
epuld carry very little cargo and but few pas-
gongers.  That vessel’s coal consumption was
huge. T was on hoard once when she steamed
17 kunots, but that spced was never required,
and she had to earry too much coal. The
‘‘ Kwinana’’ was the most successful boat we
had. Even that vessel was not huilt for the
exacting conditions of the coast.

Mr. Underwood: She showed a profit.

Mr. ANGEILO: Yes, and showed what a
boat bnilt for the eoast’s exacting conditions
eould do cven when handled by a State de-
partment. T am saving that beeruse it is
alleged the State eannot handle anvthing,

Mrv. O’Loghten: Do you agree with that?

Mr. ANGELO: [ do not. Take the *‘ Bam-
bra,”" a much better boat than the *¢ Western
Austealia.’’ At the same time, she too has
¢ huge coal consumption, and for that reason
slie i8 not paying as she shonld. The ‘‘Bam-
bra’’ had been run pretty well to a stand-
still when we acquired her. She was taken
over as o CGerman boat soon after the war
broke out, but latterly the whole of her
machinery hus had to he renewed. The vessel
is now in excellent order and is doing splen-
did work. The ‘*Rangaroo’’ also is doing
useful service. Unfortunately she cannot make
a profit owing to the enormous capitalisation
debited against her at the present time. Re-
garding the crewa and officers of the vessels,
we have, it is considered, the best set of men
engaged in Australian waters. These men
have made their homes at Fremantle and are
satisfied with their lot, while they are doing
their vtmost to make the vessels as pay-
able as it iz possible tn do. The
‘‘Bamhra’’ is a popular boat, a fact which
can he proved by commercial travellers
almost invariahly endeavouring to securc
herths on her, We know that commereial
travellers always try to get the best that
is goinp. Passengers are well eatered for
and the table is as good as anything that
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can be had anywhere, while the boat runs
well up to time. In addition to that, it is
possible to seeure return tickets by this
vessel and these are available not only to
exvursionists, but to business people. This
is a feature which the oppaosition vessels do
not carry gut. The opposition make passen-
gers pay full fare both ways. The reduc-
tion by the ‘*Bambra’’ amounts to 15 per
cent. or 20 per eent.

Hon. P. Collier: T am delighted to hear
vour testimony to the virtnes of State
enterprise,

My, ANGELO: I am giving credit where
credit is due. The member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) will agree with me that the
HBambra'’ is doing good work in granting
women and children a 23 per cent. redue-
tion in fares. The other day it was sug-
gested by one of the advocates of the
Dalgety’s line of boats that they too could
grant these concessions to women and
children, provided the Government made np
the difference.

Hon. P. Collier: That is private enter-
prise all over.

Capt, Carter: They are trying to make
hoth ends meet.

AMr, ANXGELO: Even if the ‘‘Bambra’’ is
making a loss, that less ean be taken as a
subsidy not to herself only, but to the other
four vessels engaged in the trade, because
T feel certain that if the ‘‘Bambra’ is
taken off our coast, we shall lose the other
four boats as well within a few months,

Mr, Johnston: Why?

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. member should
know as other people know. Tf any loss is
made by the ‘‘Bambra’’ during the present
year, it will gimply mean a subsidy to the
other vessels on the coast. T do not think .
the Government ean withdraw the ‘‘Bam.
bra’’: T do not know how they can possibly
do so if we keep in mind the White Aus-
tralia poliey. Tt has been said to me ** Why
not get out of this brsiness altogether and
invite some other company to come in.””’
No other company will come in and operate
apainst the Singapore line, remembering the
conditions under which that line works.
Therefore, it means that either we must got
rid of the lot, with their coloured labour, or
keep our little service acting as policemen
against excessive fares and freights.

Hon, . Collier: Hear, hear ! OGur argu-
ment every time.

Mr. ANGELO: It has also been 3aid that
gome other lines may come in immediately
the State service is withdrawn. I have
heard the name of the Adelaide Steamship
Company mentioned. Mr. Moxon, who was
manager of that line in Western Australia
some vears back, paid a visit to Perth about
18 wonths ago, and [ asked him thean
whether his company were prepared to
operate on our coast. He said, ‘‘No, we
will not do so whilst the State Shipping
Service is engaged on it.”’ I said, ‘‘Sap-
pose the Government give you a definite
promise that the State Service will be taken
away, will ¥you then return?’’ He said, ‘‘As
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a matter of faet, we cannot; we are doing
too well elsewhere, and we cannot operate
against the cheap Iabour of the other
hoats.”” Before the war the Adelaide Com-
pany had three boats engaged on our ccast.
A passenger boat was subsidised by the
Government. The other two were chartered
by a firm of cattle dealers who had a
nonopoly year after year, Even hefore the
State service came into existence, no pri-
vate person had a chance of securing spaece
for a single sheep or a single bullock on
either of those vessels unless he was in the
ring or was connected with Forrest,
Emanuel & Co.

AMr. Underwood; Or Connor, Doherty and
Durark.

The Minister for Mines:
Iutely correct,

Mr. ANGELO: T hope the Committee do
not think T am putting vp any jokea on
them; T was agent for Forrest, Emanuel &
Co. for many years, and I know what I am
talking about,

Mr, Johnston: We are getting inside in-
formation now,

Mr. ANGELO: They have gone from the
State, having given up business here. 1
would like aiso to remind the Committee
what the advent of State steamers meant
to the North-West coast during the war.
The Singapore people withdrew one of
Holt’s hoats and one of the W.A. Bteam-
ship’s Company’s boats was sold becanse
the opportunity presented itself of accept-
ing a good price for it. We were left with
two steamers., Therefore it eannot be said
that we got much consideration from those
private shipping companies, As a2 matter
of fact, they left us in the Jureh. In other
parts of the world freights were raised from
100 per eent. to 300 per cent.; ours went up
only 20 per cent. T have been told by Mr,
Stevens, who was manager of the BState
Shipping Service, that time after time the
agents of the company urged him to put up
the freights and fares, and fthat he replied,
‘*No, we arc going to give our people the
bhest and cheapest service we can.’’ The
agents for the Singapore boats are Dalgety
& Co. Thex are not only agents for those
vessels, but, as members know, they finance
a great number of pastoralists. In addi-
tion to that—and perbaps some hon. mem-
hers o not know it—they conduet retail as
well as wholesale stores at many of the
North-West ports. At Carnarvon you ean
met @ pennyworth of leliies from Dalgety’s
store.

Mr. Underwood: And they make vou pay
1343, for them.

Mr. ANGELO: I will give Dalgety’s
credit for having done a lot to assist in the
development of the pastoral industry, but
T ¢annot help thinking that they are like
an ortopus whose feelers go owt in every
direction. Take my little town of Carnar-
von. For some years the pastoralists were
digsatisfied with the prices charged by
Palgety*s and they induced a geutleman to
#tart husiness in opposition. This gentle-

That is abso-
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man built up a good business by sticking
ciogsely to hia work and charging reascnable
prices, Two or three years ago Dalgety’s
found that he was becoming such a menace
that they bought him out. On his retire-
ment J. & W. Bateman, of Fremantle, set
up in business, but evidently something has
happened, as J. & W. Bateman are now
¢losing up their business in Carnarvon and
Dalgety’s will have almost complete mono-
poly, wholesale as well as retail. Some of
the methods adopted by Dalgety’s are un-
fair. At one time they leased the Carnarvon
jetty and to my knowledge, time after time,
whilst holding the lease of the jetty, their
goods were sent up from the jetty to
(‘arnarvon and sold by Dsalgety’s before the
other storekeepers could get their produce
anywhere near their stores, I am told by a
firm of skin merechants in Perth that they
have had consignments of sking and in the
vonrge of transit the address tabs have eome
off.  Those skins weet fo Dalgety’s.
Although shipping documents were pro-
duced, delivery of the skins was refused »m
account of the condition in which they had
arrived and Dalgety’s sold them in their
anetion room and retained the commission.

Hon, M, F. Troy: Angd that is a private
firm.

Mr, ANGELO: At times it is difficult to
get space unless one deals with Dalgety’s.
Many other instances conld be quoted, but
I will mention only one which came under
my notice reeently. It affects the firm in
which T am interested, and T am sure it will
convince members that it would be a most
deplerable and unprofitable thing for West-
ern Australin if the whole of the business
of the Narth-West got into the hands of this
one firm,

Mr, Johnston:
store up there?

Mr., ANGELO: Dalgety’s have sueh a
huoge influence. Some two or three months ago,
wy brother was offered eattle by a pastoralist
some distanee from Carnarven for his Carnar-
von buginess. He could not take them because
the season was not too promiring, and he had
all the cattle he wanted. The pastoralist
said, ‘‘Take them and arrange for your
agents to sell them in Perth. T will leave the
matter in your bands; you arrange the
freipht.’’ The lot consisted of about 50
head of bullocks. Later on he reeceived a mes-
sage that a neighbour had 40 or 50 head and
wanted to join in the mob, but it was to he
distinetly understood that the neighbour’s
cattle must go to Dalgety’s, as his property
was mortgaged to them. My brother wired
the State Shipping Serviee and ascertained
that they had no space available. He then
asked the Graziers’ Co-operative Lid. to
secure freight by the ‘“Minderoo’’ at the end
of October. They approached Dalgety’s and
were asked to whom the cattle belonged. They
admitted the cattle came from Carnarvon, and
were informed that in two or three days they
would be notified whether space was avail-
able, Later on my brother reecived intima-
tion from the owner that he had heen notified

Could not anyone start a
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by Dalgety’s that space was available pro-
vided the eattle were sold through them. 1
have evidence to prove that this is correct. Is
it fair?

Mr. Marshail:
gety’s.

Mr. ANGELQ: What is going to happen
to the pastoralists and business people of the
North-Wezt if the firm get eomplete control

, of the trade?

Hon. M, F. Troy:
of the Government?
Mr. Underwood: They have noe policy.

Mr. ANGELO: We are told that the es-
timated expenditurc for the whole of the
ships is £136,500, not including interest or
the special sinking fund, and that the esti-
mated receipts are £157,000, giving an esti-
mated profit of £20,600, provided interest and
sinking fund arc not taken into considera-
tion. [ take it that the interest and sinking
fund are charged on the ‘"Kabngarco.’’ The
“*Kangaroo ™’ cost £142,000. She made a pro-
fit of over £200,000, but instead of the pur-
chase price being wiped ont by her profits,
they were paid inte Consolidated Revenue,
and the original purchase priec plus the cost
of all improvements and additions is taken
as her capitalisation, making the total some-
thing over £300,000. Ii is impessible for a
hoat to pay interest and heavy sinking fund
on that huge capital. If she were sold, the
Government would get only about £70,000
for her, and would still have te find interest
and sinking fund. We should keep her and
make use of her to open up trade with the
near East as she ie doing at prescut. Another
case eame under my notice in counection with
tha shipment of shell. A little while ago the
pearlers of Broome were paying £11 odd
per ton freight by the SBingapore hoats to
T.ondon. Fortuuately, the State ships were
able to get a connecting service at Singapore
and to reduce the freight by no less than £4
15# per ton. Ts it any wonder that the peo-
ple who found themsclves being treated so
unfairly by the Singapore line sent along to
theit member the petition which wae received
the other day.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
it?

Mr. ANGELO: T suppose he will tell us.

Mr. Underwood: Oppesing the State ships.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That is what we would
expect of him.

Mr, ANGELO: We are told that the Singa-
pore hoats will give every facility given to us
by the State ships on the coast.

Mr, Underwood: As a matter of fact we
are on a promise.

Mr. ANGELQ: Yes. Ther say the Singa-
pore hoats are going to call at Shark Bay.
I utter this prophecy that if the ‘*Bambra’’
roos off the coast, three months after the
Singuapore boats will not be ecalling at Shark
Bay. The shippers of stock will be put up to
complain of the delay ocecasioned by ealling
at Shark Bay, and this will give the boats
an excuse for not going in there, If they
find that Wyndham is not payable, that part
also will be cut out. People forget that on

It is nothing new for Dal-

What about the peliey

What is he doing about
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every second trip the ‘*Bambra™' is diverted
to Darwin, a wmost unprofitable extension of
her itinerary. I cannot understand why that
was ever arranged,

The Minister for Miner: For the mails.

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, but any revision of
her running should exclude the extension to
Darwin, Tt means not only the money loss
she is making, but an addition of three days
to cvery second trip, und this prevents her
from making 12 trips a year, Lf the three
duys cxtension to Darwin were eut out she
cculd do the trip from Perth to Wyndham
and hack in less than four weeks and the fol-
lowing trip to Derby and back in three wecks,
She conld thus make 12 trips a year instead
of nine or 10 as she does at present for the
same expenditure of wages, and I consider
ahe would then show a good profit. That
bhoat ia ealled upon to do all sorts of things
which would mnot be asked of a svhsidised
hnat. She has to call at Shark Bay, Balla
Balla and Wyndham. On the last trip but one
on which T travelled from Carnarvon, the
people of Shark Bay had run out of food
stuffs, and the skipper was asked to take the
““Bambra’’ in on a pitch dark night and
feel his way with the lead up to Caps Peron
where the lighter was anchored, a risk no
other skipper would be asked to take. The
people of Shark Bay were practically starving
and this is one of the good things the
““Bambra’’ is able to do. This boat carries
on deck in eages all the petrol required in the
North and onc ean imagine what that means
to the pastoralists. The Singapore boats de-
cline to carry it, exeept in drums, which
wonld mean very much heavier expense for
the pastoralists.

Hon, M, F. Troy: What do the pastoral-
ists say of State steamers?

Mr. ANGELO: I have lately spoken to
some dozens of them and they are atrongly
opposed to the ‘‘Bambra’’ being removed
from the coast. T wish to read a telepram
T reccived vesterday. Tt states—

Great indignation being expresseld here
at the suggestion of Government taking
the ‘‘Bambra’’ off the coast. Petition to
Premter in circulation being unanimously
signed. 'Will be forwarded early mail
Residents here look to you to do utmost in
conjunction with other North-West members
to avert what will undoubtedly he a cal-
amity to this eoast.

This is signed hy the mayor and is counter-
signed by the ehairman of the Gascnyne Road
Board, himself a pastoralist.

Mr. Underwnod: They did not gend any-
thing from Pilbara. They do not know where
their member is.

The Minister for Mines: They do not know
whether it will ever reach him.

Mr. ANGELO: My constituents realise
that a telegram sent opportunely is of great
assistance to their member.

Hon. M, F. Troy: When they are not too
sure which way he is facing.

Mr. ANGELO: Even if the North-West
trade does cost the State something, it must
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be remembered that we in the North-West
have to pay for railways which in the North-
West are unprofitable, We are not grumb-
ing. We know that the South-West has to be
opened up, that the Eastern wheat belt must
have spur lines, and that these spur lines will
not pay for some time to come. But the
Scuth should be fair to us. We want addi-
tional shipping facilities and ahove all. we
wunt ships which ean control the freight and
passenger charges of a company whose profits
go to London. The State Shipping Service
chtains all its requirements in Western Aus-
tralia and the wages of the crews are spent
here.

Mra. Cowan;
fralian goods?

Mr. ANGELO: Nearly all. Thus the State
Shipping Service helps every industry. Some-
thing like a couple of hundred eases of fruit
are earried every trip. Judging by the ex-
cellent butter they wuse, T think it must eome
fiom Busselton.

Mr. Johnston: No, Narrogin,

Ar. ANGELO: The crews of the Singa-
pore Hoats, except the captains who, I
am pleascd to say live here, spend their wages
in foreign lands. The Minister, in reply to
the member for South Fremantle to-day, in-
dicated that he is of opinion that we could
do with more steamers. If that is so, why
take the *“Bambra’’ off the coast? T ask the
Government to let sleeping dogs lie. Let the
present arrangement continue,

Mr. Wilson: You mean all
steamers?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and it will be found
that we shall get on very much better. 1
think the service shonld be developed, but the
other day 1 urged my friends not to stress
that point at present, but to concentrate om
retaining the **Bambra.’’ Tt could be made
known that the Govermment will be glad to
aveept suggestions from other lines. Then
we would know whether they are prepared to
make an offer to again come on the coast.
The Aay T centered this House T nrged that
the Government should place on the coast two
additional vessels on the 'lines of the ¢ Min-
dergo,’’ except that they should be oil-driven,
beecanse it is not fair to ask a white man to
go down into a stokehole in the tropics. We
eould not leave the shipping of the north coast
in the hands of a private monopoly. The
company now operating is not an Australian
eompany. If an Australian company were
willing to ‘lo it, T should say, ‘‘Very well,
eome along and have a shot at it.’’ But the
company in gunestion are a British company
interested all over the world, and practically
ahle to cantrol things as they like. T trust
that hefore the debate closes the Government
will give an assurance that for the present
things with regaril to XNorth-West shipping
will remain as they have been for some time
past.

Do they use Western Awns-

the State

Mr. UXDERWOOD (Pilbara) [52]: T
desire to debate this question as it ia a con-
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siderable time since we bave discussed the
matter of State ships and the subjeet of
State enterprises generally, I ‘with othera
have been somewhat disappointed in State
enterprises, which have not turmed ocut as
well ns we expected. If we could get pri-
vate enterprise, by which I mean individual
enterprise, that would be better. But can
wo get individual enterprise?

Hon. M. F. Troy: It does not exist in
these days.

Mr. I'NDERWOOD. As a fact, State en-
terprises were forced upon the people by the
combinations of private enterprise, It ia the
monopolies that have forced the people to
find some guard agaimst the few individuals
who build up those monopolies. What better
guard have wc than Stote enterprise? If
those Liberals who oppose State enterprise
know of some more effective guard against
monopolies, I am prepared to go with them,
But T am not prepared to throw away State
enterprige until I am shown some other means
of defence. I do not think it mnecessary to
go into the question of monopolies at length,
but T may point out to the Colonial Secretary
that one of the difficulties we have in this
fState is that an individual has not established,
and cannot establish a jam factory or a fruit
packing factory, because the Jones combine
of Tasmania and Vietoria

The Colonial Seeretary: And South Aus-
tralia.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: TYes. Because the
Jones’ combine are against us all the time,

My, A, Thomsen: Jam is 13s, 6d4. a doz.
here, and 155, 6d. in the East.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Quite so. I wish to
say to the Liberals, and to the people who
contend we should have no State enterprises,
that unless we can check monopolies in a
reasonable and sensible way, undoubtedly,
when the breaking point has been reached,
they will be checked with a rude shock, one
that any thinking man should try to avoid.
Now to come to the question of State ships.
There are now jin this House only ahout 10
members who were here when thia question
was originally discussed. I mow wigh to speak
to the new wembers about the real réagon for
the establishment of the State Bhipping Ser-
vice on the North-West coast. The enterprise
is supposed to have emanated from the Labour
Party, The first man I know of who in this
House spoke of the necegsity for State ships
on the North-West coast was Mr. Butcher,
then member for Gascoyne.

Hon, M, F, Troy: A pastoralist.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Mr. Butcher showed
that the Western Australian Shipping Com-
pany had sold out fo, or had been taken in
by, Alfred Holt & Company. He showed that
Alfred Holt & Company were running their
ships nabsolutely se as to force all trade
through Singapore. That is to say, the
further they carried cargo, the less the freight
they charged. They would take merchandise
to Singapore at a certain freight, and charge
a higher freight for merehandiee to Derby or
Broome than te Geraldton. On the back trip
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they would carry Geraldton wool cheaper than
wool from Port Hedlaid or Derby. That
was the system existing. There were two
parties to it. Mr. Buicher mentioned one
and I will mention the other, the firm of
Connor, Doherty and Durack. That firm had
the whole of the freight for the carriage of
stock, They had contracted for the whole
of the space. Anyone having stock to ship
was obliged to go to Connor, Doherty and
Durack, or to Forrest, Emanuel and Coy.,
and to sell for what those firms liked to give.
That was the position erxisting when the
Government put ships on the eoast. What-
ever can he said against the State ships, one
must say, at any rate, that they broke down
that combination. The anxiety shown by
Dalgety and Coy., and the opposition shown
to the State Shipping Service by the member
for Kimberley (Mr. Durack), can only lead
us to believe that they want to get back again
to that monopely which they possessed before
the Government steamets were on the coast.

Mr. Wilson: There iz no doubt about it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: May I just go off the
subject for A moment? Various members of
Parliament are under the impression that it
is against the principles—I think they are
ealled the glorious principles—of Liberalism
to have State enterprises. Quite a number of
our members believe that that is so. They
eongider that it is betraying Liberal principles
to have State enterpriscs. State enterprises,
those members think, emanata solely from the
Labour Party. If hon. mmbers will take the
trouble to go into the history of the question,
they will find that the State of Vietorin—
which never has had a Labour Government
except for 10 minutes—if it is not first in the
matter of State enterpriges, is certainly
seeond. Vietoria, the great hoime of Liberal-
ism, has the greatest State enterprises in
Augtralia. Vietoria has a State coal mine,
something that we have wever touened, and
the greatest scheme of clectrical generation
south of the equator.

The Minister for Mines: What about Tas-
maniaf

Mr. UNDBERWOOD: The ,Tasmanian
scheme is not %0 great, possibly beeause Tas-
mania has had a Labour Government. Com-
plaints have been made by our Liberal mem-
bers against the continmauwce of the State
enterprises, and the Minister for Works to-
day suggested that as the State trading com-
cerna were established, the Government must
run them; but he said that the Government
would not extend them. We remember quite
well that the Wilson Government eame into
office through 3 eondemnation of the Scaddan
Government’s State trading concerns. Then
the Wilson Government proeecded to run
thoze State trading concetns—jerhaps not
quite as well as they might have been run,
but still running them.

Hon. P. Collier: And the Wilson Govern-
ment extended them.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. There is nothing new
in that.
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Hon. P. Collier: It is history repeating
itself.

Mr. ONXDERWOOD: It is British practice,
T shall give one or two instances. Quite
recently in Britain Lloyd George was deposed
owing to his action with regard to German

reparntions. Bonar Law comes in. I will
not say that Bonar Law took Lloyd
George's policy up to the hili, but I
will say that he swallowed it hilt and
all. I can remember how the Labour

Party in 1911 were the non-borrowing party.
That was the eharge which was made againat
us then, Our policy was restriction of borrow-
ing exeept for uecessary publie works which
would pay interest and sinking fund. On
that we went through the country. T sat be-
Lind the Labour Government when the them
Premier put throngh a lonn autherisation of
five million pounda in five minutes. T ask
hon. memhers to put aside party ideas and
lofty principles and consider on its merits
the running of ships on the North-West
coast. Tt has been said that the Government
cannot possibly run an enterprise at a profit.
We have hud only one really suitable ship on
the North-West coast, namely the ‘‘Kwin-
ann.’’ That ship showed a profit every year
she ran until she was burnt, The ‘ Western
Auvstralia’? was totally unsuitable. Althoagh
¢he ‘‘Bambra’’ is less unsuitable, still she
is not suitabie. Yot with the ‘‘Bambra’’
we have put up this record: Since 1913 the
freights and fares on the North-West eoast
have risen less than on any other coast in the
world. The ship calla at almost every port
to ecarry any quantity of stuff, not because
we want the freight, but becanse we desire to
develop the country. The Dalgety ships run
past Geraldton. Tn view of the flowr mill
at Geraldton, it wa9 laid down in the instrue-
tions to the *‘Bambra’’ that flour and chaff
were to he earried north from Geraldton in-
stead of being carried to Fremantle and re-
loaded at Fremantle for the North. The
“Bambra'® has to keep space for at least
100 tons at Geraldton if the space be booked.
Will Dalgety's do that?

The AMinister for Mines: They cannot. Be
fair to them. Thev are not allowed to trade
hetween ports. .

Mr. Willcoek: They conld take flour from
Geraldton to Singaperc.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The explanation is
that it is mnch casier to load a ship at Fre-
mantle than to hother about going into Ger-
aldten to pick wp small parcels.

The Minister for Mines: No, under the
terms of their permit ther are not allowed to
do it.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Dalgety’s ships are
exempt from the Navigation Act.

The Minisfer for Mines: Not in that re-
s)ect.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Also the ‘‘ Bambia'’
has kept down freights and fares and has
given a special concession of 23 per cent. on
return fares for women and children, thus eu-
abling them to pget down to cooler latitudes.
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Hou, P. Collier: Tmagine Dalgety’s doing
that!

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: I have not a suffic-
jently vivid imagination for that. We have
fulfilled the conditions of the Australian
Navigation Act, not only in respeet of the
crew but in regard to accommodation, both for
passengers and erew.  Yet having done that,
we are still showing 2 profit. A man trying
to float a loan is always in trouble, has to
be on his best behaviour and maintain a par-
ticular vivility to all. When the Premier was
in London trying to float a loan they put the
acid on him to take the ‘‘Bambra’’ off the
coast. Fver sinee June there have been re-
ports that the ‘*Bambra’’ is to go off the
eoast,

Mr. Teeadale: Yow cannot blame the Gov-
ernment for that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: But T do Mame them
for not making a straightforward statement
as to their intentions.

Mr, Teesdale: So long as they continue to
run the boat, why ask them to make a state-
ment?

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: T have asked the
Premier bhis intentions, and he does not
know yet. Even now the Minister will
not make a statement as  to whether
the steamer is to run. T have shown
what the ‘‘Bambra’’ has accomplished.
She 33 an unsuitable ship. Give us a

guitable ship or, hetter still, two suitable
ships and we will not only make this a highly
profitable trade, but we will decrease the fares
and rtreights to the settlers on that coast.
When we talk Jargely and think along Em-
pire lines, the problem of Australia to-day is
the development of the XNorth, Even if we
were to lose £5,000 or £10,000 in developing
the North, it would be money well spent. As
for Dalgety’s, they are not likely to lose six-
pence. I have told the House their systemn,
how they forced the trade away to Singapore.
For their boats Fremantle is a foreign port.
They have posts for only about four officevs
and four engineers, and to get any of those
posts one has to go to Singapore. All that
the Dalgety ships can do while on the coast
is to ret as feeders for the Alfred Holt line
at Singapore. What does the Liberal who
represents Fremantle in this House think of
that system? It is the duty of the Government
to make a declaration and te act upon it.
They can take the ship off or leave it on.
It may inconvenience the people of the North
for a vear or two, hut as sure as the sun rises
in the east, the Dalgety monopoly is not go-
ing to continue on the North-West coast, If
this Government like to let in Dalgety’s,
there will eome 2 Gdvernment that will put
Dalgety’s out. I trust the Government will en-
deavonr to make a service of it. T have said the
‘“Bamhra®’ is unsnitable. She requires about
a thousand tons of voeal eon the return trip
to Darwin. She is too deep, and so is not
infrequently stranded. Much of the loss iu-
curred was incorred while that ship was on
one or another sandbank. She is also a little
too slow. We want an oil-driven ship which,
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hnstead of taking 1,000 tons of coal, will take
a covple of hundred tons of oil. We want a
ship of 14 knots, a ship that will carey 2,000
tous of ecargo and ahout 300 bulloeks or their
equivalent in sheep, and draw when loaded
about 19 feet. Given a couple of ships like
that, the North-West trade wonld be the
wost prosperons in the State.

Hon, M. F, TROY (Mt. Magnet) [5.26]:
As a member of the party respomsible for
the inpuguration of the State Shipping Ser-
vice, T nm pleased with the speeches made by
the members for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) and
Pilbara (Mr. Tnderwood). T do not know
whether T am to regard those speeches as
innovations, or as recantations of principles
whicl in the past those members professed to
hold. However that may be, the party on
this gide can rest assnred that although so
mueli has been said in condemmation of the
State Trading Concerns and so many threats
of their abolition uttered, whilst the present
Government and their following remain there
15 ne fear that those concerns will be abol-
ished, Tf the State steamers are threatencd,
the North-West members will come to their
rescue. Tf the State Implement Works are
threatened, the farmers will come to their
reseue. If the State Brickworks are threat-
ened, the member for Guildford and others
will come to their rescue. Tf the Wyndham
freezers are threatened, the Pastoralists Asso-
ciation will come to their rescue. Therefore
T am convinced that the principles of this
party have more supporters to-day than were
previously dreamt of. The chief plank of past
Governments, partienlarly of the Lefray Gov-
ernment, was the selling of the State Trading
Concerns. T have heard no less a person than
the Speaker of this House. when delivering a
speech at Laverton, tell his constituentd that
the Government proposed to sell the State
Trading Concerns. T have heard the member
for Pilhara. advocate that sale, Even to-day
we are teld that the policy of the Country
Party is that the trading coneerns shall bhe
got 1id of. Onmlx a few days ago the Leader
of that partv assured members that the poliey
of the party was fo sell the trading concerns.
Tt max be so, but if the speech of the mem-
ber for Gasreyne denotes anything, the policy
of that party is antagonistic to the sale of
the trading concerns.

Hon. P, Collier: Tt is the rankest piece of
political hypoerisy ever known jn the State.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The member for Pil-
hara toll uws that pastoralists in his elector-
ate who are members of the Pastoralists’
Association are opposed fo the selling of the
Btate steamships. A few days agoe, however,
at a meeting of that association the ehairman
gail it was time the State Trading Concerna
were soald lock, atock and barrel.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf they only brought 2a. 6d.

Hon, M. . TROY: Yes. That brings me
to the rock on which T split from the Country
Party. T have always maintained that mem-
Lers of the Country Party who know the value
of these coneerns have no desire to see them



[11 Fanuary, 1923.]

disposed of.  U'nfortonately, however, ther
are associnted with men who are interested
in other enterprises and are merecly using them
for party puwrposes to get rid of State com-
petition which so greatly interferes with the
profits they are making.

Hon. P. Collier: That is hitting the nail
right an the head.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Yes.

Mr. Pickering: T deny that.

Hon. M. F. THOY: The hon. member ecan
do 90 if he likes, hut no amount of denial will
aiter the position, Ome of the executive
officers of the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion, standing for the co-operative principle
as against the prineiple of monopolies, ia
himself engaged in one of the Jargest private
enterprises in the State. Do members of the
Country Party stand for that which they
profess on the hustings or for those corpora-
lions which are exploiting the people?

Hon. P. Collier: They stand for fooling the
farmer,

Hou, M. ¥, TROY: They cannot fool him
ton loung. This cannot go on indefinitely.
The speeches made by members on the cross
Lenches this afternoon show that whilst they
profess allegiance to certain principles, un-
fortunately when they come into confliet with
the interests of their own constituents, they
have no seruples about abandoning them.. No
one has put up a stronger fight for the State
Trading concerns than the member for Gas-
eoyne. I donbt whether the member for
Kimberley would oppose the State Steamship
Serviece. Tf he did he would be acting in
direet conflict with the 266 signatories from
Broome who insisted upon the service being
eontinned and built up.

Mr. Teesdale: He stood to his guns.
opposed  that petition.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I withdraw what I said.

Hon. P. Collier: It was all done in secret,
s0 we do not know what happened.

My, Teesdnle: You can take my word for
that.

Hon. P. Collier: These secret deputations
on public matters ought to cease. Let mem-
hers eome ont into the open, and let the publie
know what is happening,

Mr. Teesdale: Tt was only a deputation.

Hon. P. Collier: It ought to have been ocpen
to the Press. -

Hon. M. F. TROY: A few days ago T read
in the paper the summary of a deputation of
m:embers who waited upon one of the Minis-
ters on a question of publiec policy.

Hou. P. Collier: Why was it a sceret depu-
tation?

Hon. M. F. TROY : The deputation was held
in eamera.

Ar. Teesdale: Tt was all printed in the
““West Australian.’’

Hon, P. Callier: XNo, it was not.

Hou. M. F. TROY: It is headed ‘‘The
North-West,”? ** Transport facilities,’’ *“More
rassenger hoats wanted.’’

Mr. Teesdale: That was all

He

2543

Hon. M. F. TROY: The report says—
The Minister for the North-West (Mr.
T. P, Cilebateh) was waited on yesterday
by all the members of the North and North-
West in both Houses. They presented to
him a petition signed by 266 residents of
Broome, asking for additional steamer
facilities for North-West passengers. Mr.
Colebatech had an hour's conferemec in
private with these members.
Hon. P. Collier: What took place during
that hour?
Hon. M. F. TROY: The report says—
And at the close stated that the ques-
tion of steamer faeilities for the North
had been disenssed informally. The peti-
tion together with suggestions and opinions
advauced during the diseussion wovld be
submitted to Cabiret.
Mr. Teesdale: That is all that happened.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It was a deputation
on public matters which should have been
held in public. We do not want statements
made by a Minister put into a dozen lines
afterwards. We heard a lot about seeret
conferences and deputations when we were
in office, There is too much of it going on.
Tt is taking place every day. Take up the
“Primary Producer’’ and you will read
ahout secret conferences every day.

Mr. Teesdale: That is all that happened
there.

Hon. M., P, TROY: For a Minister of the
Crown to have a private and secret confab with
members of his own party on a question of
public policy is not in the best interests of
the State. The public ought to know what
accnrred, and we ought to know what the
CGovernment policy is in the matter. How
could the Government have a policy regard-
ing State trading concerns when one sectign
of their supporters iz in favour of the ex-
tension of the shipping service, while another
section is opposed to itf

AMr, Teesdale: Did you read in the paper
that Mr. Alillington said he had nothing to
vontribute to the Press?

Flon, . Collier: That had nothing to do
with the deputation to the Minister, but con-
cerngd his own organigation,

Hon. M. F. TROY: He ig not a Minister of
the Crown.

Hon. P, Collier: He is not supposed to
let the public know what takes place within
his organisation.

Hon. M. ¥, TROY: Mr. Colebatch is the Min-
ister controlling the North West. The mujority
of members supporting the Government are
pledged to abolish the State trading con-
cerns, Every day siatements are made in
the Press regarding the position. For two
or three years there has heen a propaganda
to get rid of them., The influential mp-
porters of the Government ontside are de-
manding the abolition of the State trading
concerns hecause they interfere with their
own private business. I do not think the
Premier is in favour of disposing of them.

The Premicr: We would sell the whole
lot.
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When?
When you get permisgion to

Mr. Johnston:

Mrs. Cowan:
do so0.

The Premier: We could not find a buyer
for one in six years,

Xon. M. F. TROY: As the member for Pil-
bara pointed out, thereis only one alternative
to State trading concerns, and that is to hand
the interests of the people over to private
monopolies. To-day there is no such thing
as private enterprise. Commerecial organisa-
tions have so advanced that cverything is
now condueted by  combines amd  trusts.
Boards are appointed to fix the price of
various articles aml commoedities and the
publiec have to pay those prices. There is no
longer any competition, The State, heeause
of this position, had no other alternative
than to embark upon this enterprise. Tt was
necessary to relieve the people of the oppres-
gion consequent upon the monopolies that ex-
isted in regard to the transport of goods te
the North-West. Tn the interests of the
State the Government should have a definite
roliey concerning this matter. The present
position is unfair to the people of the North
who have reeeived sueh important advan-
tages from the State Shipping Serviee. The
ahsence of any policy has :2reated a feeling
of unrest and led to a lack of enterprise on
the part of the people affected. They have a
sense of insccurity for they do mot know
whether at some time or other they may be
deprived of the faeilities they have enjoyed,
and be handed over to the tender mercies of
those corporations which have operated
against them in the past. Members repre-
senting the North say that State steamers
“are of vital necessity to the North-West and
the people are alao unanimous. Members
have read urgent telegrams from their con-
stituents in the North which show how
greatly concerned they are about the matter.
If the Government would outline their poliey
for the future conduct of the State Shipping
Serviee they counld count upon support from
this side of the Homse, and a good deal of
support on their own gide. The Government
should take their courage in both hands, and
bring up to date a serviee that has proved so
henefieial bhoth to the North-West and the
State in goneral. T believe the State can be
fully developed only by the establishment of
an efficient State Shipping Serviee,

My, TEESDALE (Roebourne) |[4.46]:
There has heen a good deal of excitement
during the last ten days about the prospect
of the ‘‘Bambra’’ being taken off the
coast. Statements to that effeet have
appeared in the Press, but T do not think
there has been any official intimation.
Doubtless a good deal of the exeitement
emanated from the union, who were faced
with tbe prospect of 200 or 300 direct and
indirect employees, and their wives and
families, being placed in a2 serious position
at very short notice. Before the union there
was the possibility of a large number of
jts members heing thrown on the unem-
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Moved market ut a time when things are
very quiet in shipping. I refuse to attach
any great importance to those statements.
1 am depending upon the statement made
Ly the Premier some time ago, in reply to
the member for North-East Fremantle {Hon.
W. (. Angwin). The Premier said that he
had no present intention of taking the
““Bambra'' off. The reply appears in
‘+Hansard.'® The Government would be
very unwise to do anything of the kind. I
feel sure Ministers appreciate the difficulty
which would arise in connection with the
seanien’s union if this were made a Fed-
eral matter, Egually [ feel sure that the
Premier recognises the splendid case which
could he made ont in behalf of 200 or 300
white men, and their families, who would
be practically wanting bread. With a little
artificial stimulus, T myself could make out
an excellent case, such as would work the
public up to a state of excitement over the
black versus white question. In sueh eir-
cumstanves the Government wonld have the
publi¢ against them, and that is a serious
matter for any Government. While refus-
ing to aftach any importance to the Press
statements, ] say it would he a very unjust
thing to take the ‘‘Bambra’’ off, especially
if that action were based on the loss made
by the steamcr. The North has a right to
contribute its share to the deficit. The
State steamers represent the railways of
the North. Wy should we in the North
be deprived of communication because there
is a little loss attached to it? There are in
the North men and women who have never
seen Perth in their lives, The men are of
those who fell by the way, men who failed
to take wp a huge area of country and so
acquire affluence, men who have had to toil
all their lives, In the North there is mot
that suflicicnt consideration for lahour to
always cnable a labouring man to take a
trip south with his wife and family. I ean
picture to myself some of the grey and
weary faces of the women of the North,
women who ¢an never have a holiday, can
never bring their ebildren to the South, can
see nothing but the monotorous coastline
every morning when they rise. T cannot
believe thut the Premier wonld give the
North that knock-out blow which the Press
statements foreshadow, T feel sure that the
honourable gentleman will not take away
that small communicating. steamer which
has done so much for the development of
the North of which we hear s0 mueh,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5354]: I
would not have spokea on this question, for
the reason that the State Shipping Service
does not run to the portion of the State
which T represent; but T recognise that a
service is a vital and burning question. So
far as State trading concerns generally
affect the Country Party, T have to say that
[ would not stand up in my place and sup-
port the retention of one State industry to
the exelusion of others.

Mr. O'Loghlen: All or none.
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Mr. PICKERING : Yes. I lave never
been a supporter of State enterprises.

Hou. W. . Anpwin: You were at Bussel-
tou the other night,

Mr. PICKERING: No. 1T said T was
strongly in favour of the State butter
factory being taken over by a ¢o-operative
movement at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity,

Hon. W. . Angwin: As soon as ever the
Bunbury company wanted to buy the Bussel-
ton fartory, you nsked thé Government not
to soMl it. [ took a note of your remarks.

Mr, PICKERTNG: The hon. member took
#owrong note.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. DURACK  (Kimberley) [5.66]: I
think my position as to State trading con-
terns has been made pretty clear on every
oceasion when I wventured to speak on the
State Shipping Service. I have always op-
posed State enterprise. Some reference has
been made to a petition which came down
from Broome the other day. I received a
petition, bearing more than 260 sipnatures,
requesting that an additional boat he put on
the coast.

Mr. Angelo: And the **Bambra’' retained.

Mr. DURACK: No; that was not em-
l-oilied in the petition, I received the pebi-
tion from the loeal road board, and the chair-
man of the road board, in a covering letter,
sinted that an additional steamer was wanted
on the coast, as the ‘‘Gascoyne’’ and the
‘"RBambra’’ were not equal to the demands
of the trade at present. That statement was
endorsed by the Pearling Association, who
added that they would prefer another State
steamship. There was no question of the
withdrawal or retention of the ‘‘Bambra’’ in
connection with this petition. I wish to make
that quite clear to hon. members, T regarded
the petition gs a matter affecting the whole
of the North coast. I looked upon it as a
matter of interest to the other northern mem-
bers as well as myself. Accordingly, T re-
qnested the members for Gascoyne (Mr. An-
gelo), Pilbara (Mr. Underweod) and Roe-
Tiourne (Mr. Teesdale), and also the three

Legislative Councillors representing the North,

Provinee to meet and put the request before
the Minister for the North-West.

Mr, Marshall: Do you not know that the
Murchison is in the North-West?

Mr. DURACK: I wag not aware that the
Murehison constituency was on the coast.

Mr. Marshall: Some of the Murchison
growers are interested.

AMr. DURACK: All the members whom I
have mentioned were good enough to attend
n  meeting with the Minister for the North-
West. The question of additional service on
the coast was one whieh had to be discussed.
T regarded it as a matter tv be decided en-
tirely by the Government, being a question
of policy. Bo far as I am aware, there was
no question of the retention of the ‘‘Bam-
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Lra.”' I repeat, that matter was not em-
bodied in the petition. I bave not the peti-
tion here thiz afternoon, as I did not kmow
that this question would be disenssed; other-
wise [ wonld have heen only too pleased to
show the document to hon. members to let
them see for theinselves our attitude at the
deputation. I leave other Northern members
to speak for themselves, At that deputation
I advocated the prineciple I have always stood
for, namely opposition to State trading con-
eerns in any shape or form. I do not com-
sider that it is the function of the Govern-
ment to enter into trading, [ have no wish
to depart from the principles I have voiced
ever since T entered this House. As regards
the putting on of another boat, that was a
matter for Cabinet to decide. L agree with
the member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
and the member for Geraldton (Mr. Willeock)
that the Government should declare their pol-
icy with respect to steamers on this coast. If
it is their intention to run steamers, then for
heaven’s sake let them go imto it properly
and give the North an adequate service. I
am entirely with the mewber for Pilbara as
to the service at present not being satisfae-
tory to the people of the North, The mem-
ber for Gasecoyne (Mr. Angelo) held up his
hands in horfor and asked what would be the
position if the ‘‘Bambra’’ were taken off.
I know there is a good deal of unnocessary
anxiety as to what might be the attitude of
private companies coming into the trade. I
have had much te do with private enterprise.
The stability of the British Empirc has been
built up by private enterprise, so we are not
likely to suffer victimisation at the bands of
any private company. The member for Pil-
hara (Mr. Underwood) said the State ships
came on to the coast when Conner, Doherty
and Durack had a monopoly of the trade, I
emphatically deny that we ever had a mon-
opoly of the trade. We were charterers from
the Adelajde Steamship Company and from
an English company for a number of years,
But the ‘‘Bullara’™ and the ‘‘Koombana'’
were also running on the coast.

Mr, Wilson: Had yon an honourable un-
derstanding?

Mr. DURACK: None whatever. The mem-
ber for Pilbara spoke of the great advan-
tages that had accrued %o the pastoralists of
the North in consequence of the State com-
ing into the shipping business. The answer
to that is that the position of the pastoralist
to-day is infinitely worse than it was before.
Mr. J. B. Tilton, one of the small pastoralists,
had a disastrous experience of his firgt ship-
ment by the State steamship, when, after the
gale of his bullocks on the local market he
had to meet a liability of approximately £1
per head.

The Minister for Mines: The less yon say
about that the better. We know something
about it.

Mr. DURACK: The Minister may know
something of it.

The Minister for Mines: He was made a
chopping-htock by those in the ring!
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Mr, DURACK: It is significant that when
the so-called monopoly existed meat was sell-
ing wholesale at Fremantle at 114d. to 4d.
per 1b.

Mr, O’Loghlen: That ia ridieulous.

My, DURACK: And the wholesale prices
were £6, £12, £14, or £15 per head. When the
State ships came into the business prices rose
considerably, The pastoralists are infinitely
worse oft to-day than they were before we got
the State steamers. Moreover, there are fewer
pastoralists in the North.

Mr, O’Loghlen: They have retired on the
money which the State steamers kelped them
to earn,

Mr. DURACK: They bave gone out of
the industry, and the position is worse to-
day than it was 20 years ago. T say that
emphatically.

Mr. Lutey: Where are they?

Mr. DURACEK : The smaller ones have been
absorbed by the larger pastoralists.

Mr. Marshall: By the combines and trusts!?

Mr, DURACE: The member for Gascoyme
peinted to the advantages derived from the
State steamers. He deelared that they run
t¢ a time and that the ‘‘Bambra’’ keeps a
particularly good table, T am not going into
that aspect of thc question, except to say
that these improvements must have been
effeeted quite recently. Tn my experience we
never know cither when she is likely to arrive
or likely to leave. The trade and the de-
velopment of the coast would be infinitely
V-ptter if left to private emterprise. T have
no axe to grind in this, for the firm with
which T am associated have just as mueh to
lose as have any other firm. I have no fear
whatever of the treatment we shall get from
private cnterprise for, as T have said, the
PRritish Empire has been built up on private
enterprise,

Mr. Wilson: What bunkum!

AMr. DURACK: At all events, that is my
view.

Hon. W, ¢, Angwin: But you deelared it
wius o faet.

Mr. DURACK: In BRroome, during the elee-
tion campaign, T expressed my views on
State enterprises. At Wyndham three weeks
later T got a telegram declaring that unless
T changed my views T would lose the election.
T sent the telegram and my views to the
Broome paper for publication. Tt did not
seem to affect my eleetion. ILet nobody mis-
understand my views on this question of
State Trading Conecrns.

Hon. P. Collier: T am pgiad you have eleared
up the point, because we had a suspicion that
¥you were strongly in favour of them,

Mr. DURACK: T regret that there should
be any anxiety amongst members as to the
possibility of vietimisation hy private enter-
prise on the coast. The member for Gas-
coyne may have some personal animosity
against the private companies. No doubt
the eompanics whom the hon. member has
attacked have very good replies, if only they
eanld be heard here. The hon. member’s
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statements do not prove anything., I should
Jike to hear the reply of the firm againat
whom he made his charges. I agree with the
members for Pilbara and for Geraldton that
we should have from the Premier something
definite about the running of the steamers,
If we had the Commonwealth Steamship Ser-
vice to fall back upon there might be some
justifieation for running ships on the coast,
for then we should always be sure of a substi-
tute if anything happened one of the boats.
As it is, what could he done if the ¢ Bambra’*
were to meet with a mishap? Where should
we turn for a boat with whieh to replace her?
My firm were chartering from the Adelaide
Steamship Company when the ‘‘Mildura’’
was wrecked on this coast. Although we had
contracts ahend, we were not thrown out one
hour in our operations, becauvse the company
immedintely suhstituted another boat. But
suppose anything were to happen to the
‘*Bambra.”’

My, Lambert: We would get another with-
in a week,

My, DURACK: The member for Gascoyme
scems to fear that nobody wounld come in to
tuke up the service if the Government were
to drop out. T agree that the Government
ongit to deelare their intentions.

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.80 p.m.

Mr, DURACK: T do not suggest that we
should hurn our bridges behind us until we
know where we arc. We admit that the
State has done a certain amount of service
for the North, but that does not dispose of
the faet that many of ns disapprove of an
enterprise of this kind. There has been a
good deal of misrepresentation, and I wish
to refer again to the point raised by the
member for Pilbara, Tt might be said that
the company with which I am associated had
monopolized this business to the detriment of
the development of the North. It was a some-
what remarkable roineidence that, despite
the charges made by the company and the
nonopoly they were said to hold, all the
growers came baek voluntarity and sold to
uz and continued so to do np to the time
cperations on the coast ceased. The Oppo-

. sition have consistentls advocated State en-

terprise and T commend them for the per-
sistency with which they have urged the cause
in which they helieve. They consider it to
he the right poliey, and T commend them for
sticking to their principles, Tf we have any
principles at =zll, we shonld stick to them.
Members on this side of the House have
always announced thnt they are more or less
assaciated with private enterprise and op-
posed to State enterprise. If this is our
poliey, why not stand up onenly and declare
our principles. just as the Opposition declare
theirs? Ours is a kind of hybrid polier, and
it is time we declared ounrselves definitely on
this question. Passibly at some fulure date
the pendulium may swing over again in fav-
our of State enterprise, hut T have not the
slightest doubt that after a little further
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experimental work in this direction, we gshall
revert to the principle of private enterprise.
We have only to look at the world and see
facts as they are there presented. At the
besinning of the war America entered largely
into the shipping business, but eventvally
decided to get out of it, lock, stoek
and Dbarrel. During reeent years the
French Government associated themselves
larpely with State shipping. Last year a mo-
tion was tabled in the Chamber of Deputies
and it was definitely decided that the State
shouldl et out of the shipping business on the
3lst July, 1823, Franve's experence of Stute
shipping resulted in o loss of 20 odd millions
during its operationr, and out of the total
shipping trade of Frauve, representing some
four million tons, the Government had in the
bosiness 800,000 tons. France experienced
similar diflicuities to those encountered here
in the way of cxcesrive charges and the lack
of continuous policy. In Italy it has been
shown that the Government were shirking
their responsibilities and invoking the aid of
cominissions and hoards, much as we have
been doing during the last year or two, but
now Ttaly has decided to get out of the ship-
ping and other $tate trading concerns, and al-
so get rid of its bhoards and commissions,
This is the policy we should adopt. If we
believe in private enterprise, we should stand
firm by that policy and gei out of State en-
terprise. I hope the Government will do
either one thing or the other. They should
abandon State enterprise or enter into it
whole hieartedly and give the North a better
service. Tf they intend to adhere to State en-
terprise; let them put one or two more ships
on the coast; we are strong enough to earry
a liability of another £200,000 or £500,000.
Abave all it is ncceseary for the Government
to declare themselves, and to do one thing or
the other.

Divigien put and passed.
Vote—State Sawmills, £594,552:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hou. W,
J. Georgé—Murray-Wellington) [7.39]: ¢t
must express my keen appreciation of the con-
sideration shown by members in having
passed the votes for State quarries and Stute
I'mypdement Works without my having to make
any remarks about them. However, I should
not he doing full justice to the State Saw-
milla if T did not indicate the value of this
trading concern to Western Australia. TLast
vear the net profits of the State Sawmills
amopunted to £17,744, and the balance on
band of the aceumniated profits amounts
to £17986. TUp to the beginning of July
of last year we had paid out of the
neceumulated profits of the sawmills in eash
to the Treasury a smm of £68,000. In ad-
dition to that, the Treasury received £24,000
two yeurs agoe, and there iv the further som
of £17.000 which thex have either comman-
deered or will commandeer ghortly. These
items in the appregate represent over £100,000
and this in itself should be a sufficient reply
to the criticisin which was so unfairly in-
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dulged in during last year, especially as for
the current years trading, we expect to make
at least £20,000 profit.

Me. Johnston: Has depreciation been al-
owed for?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
paid every penny of interest due to the State
and have established a depreciation fund
which exists, uot vpow paper, but in reality,
und we have kept our plant up to date. At
ane stage, during the time these ecomcerns
have been under my eare, it was stated that
the acceounts were not properly kept, that
they were faked, and that all manper of
things woere fone to show a position which did
nat exist. That was very ungenerous and it
was untrue. Now we have proved by the best
proot which could e adduced—the report of
the Auditor General—that those statements
were invorrect, that line of c¢riticism has bran
dropped, becanse it is a ecock that can
no longer fight, and opponents of the
sawmille are driven now to the argu-
ment  that  the State should not ecom-
pete  with private employers. 1 do not
intend to deal with that phase of the question,
bevause my views vegarding State trading
converns are well known, but in justice to the
manager and the staff, and in a measure to
myself, it should he reengnised that having
turned over £100,000 in solid cash to the
Treasury, established a depreciation fund
which amounts to rather more than one-third
of the eapital, kept the plant in good order
and given employment to something like
1,300 men, we have made 2 success of a very
diffieult problem, .

Mr. Mann: Why did you allow your
superintendent to leave and go to a private
firm§

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I will tell
the hon. member why Mr. Properjohn left.
He left beeanse of the silly nongense in at-
tempting to run trading concerns under
civil service conditions, in respect te pro-
perly rewarding a man who was perform-
ing specially good services. It is due to the
idiocy of a system which will unot allow
those who understand the business to be
rewarded according to the value of the work
they de. This has forced men into outside
employment because we are not permitted
te pay them the salaries thev can get out-
sile. Mr, Properjohn was receiving about
£730 a year. He was offered £1,000 a year
by a small outside covcern and accepted the
offer. He was also given an opportunity to
invest capital in that concern, and when it
is wound up two or three months hence his
capital will probably have increased three-
foll. We cannot do that sort of thing in
the Government service, If we did, Par-
lizment would want to know why. Notwith-
sianding this, we are asked why we did not
keep our superintendent,

Mr, O'Loghlenr: TYour Government is
strong euough to amend the Public Service
A¢t. You have the numbers and would get
&ome help here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This may
be the last time—though T hope not—T shall
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speak upon this matter, for I am nearly 70
years of age and one cannot build on too
many years to follow. I will, therefore,
give the Committee some furlher in-
formation on the subject. We had in
the sawmills a good accountant who did
his work well. I am a chartered accountant
of Great Britain, and I know that a sawmill
aceountant ranke higher in the scale of
accountants in knowledge, experience and
value than does the general accountant who
draws up a trial balanee, checks the
wceounts and makea up the balance sheet,
A  sawmill aecountant has to be a
mathematieian as well as a bookkeeper. Our
accountant was offered an inerease of £50
a year by outside people. We were not per-
mitted to make up his sszlary to that
amount and he left us. If we had done so
we should have heen interfering with some
officer or other in one of the other dapart-
ments. No matter how good a man may be
his valu¢ cannot be recognized under the
silly conditions of the Civil Service.

Mr. O 'Loghlen: When ia Parliament going
to alter those silly conditions?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I was
then asked to take an accountant from
another department where he waas not
needed, but becanse he had not becn trained
and s¢ become fit for our work T refused to
take him. We then had to move up our
second accountant who has been able to Al
the bill fairly well, but not as well as the
aecountant we lost would have done. He is
doing well and we are helping him all we
can. The small company which took Mr.
Properjohn:

My, O’Loghlen: And whose interests you
should have acquired.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I had the
option. This small company wanted an
accountant and offered the ome we had lost
an increase of £100 a year on what his new
employers were paying. Of what ovse is
it attempting to trade under such silly
eivil service conditions? During last year
there was a slighi slump in the timber trade
and our trade output shrank from 73,000
loads of timber te 64,000 loads. We pro-
duced at the mill 50,380 loads of sawn
timber out of 114,000 loads in the round.
The production costs were carefully looked
after, T am pleased to say that although
we lost Mr. Properjohn, and although he
is one of the finest timber men in the State,
the arrangements made by the acting man-
ager and myself resulted in a considerable
reduction in production costs.
reflecting upon Mr. Propetjohn, because had
he remained doubtless the same result would
have been achieved.

Hon. W, . Angwin: It is a pity ¥ou
could not get another man. If the present
manager died, there would he no one to
take his place.

The MINISTER POR WORKS: Some
¥ears ago I made certain comments upon
the powellising process whiech T thought
were fully justified. I have found since
that there are merits in the process which

I am mnot .
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T did not know existed. One of the faulfs
in connection with the process was that a
contract was made with Messrs. Bethell &
(‘0. to pay royalty for some years after the
patent had expired. With the obstinacy
that still attaches to the Mijnister for Works
T thought that was wrong and fought the
case and won it, and so saved the State many
thousands of pounds. Tast year we pro-
duced 18,462 loads of powellised timber.
Puring the session members and the Press
have made comments concerning alleged ex-
tortionate prices charged by the sawmills for
stores. The prices we charged for stores
during last ycar scarcely showed any profit
te the State. We have not yet been able to
discover why with the trade we have done
the returne for our labour should have bheen
so disappointing. I should be very pleased
if we had no storez whatever in connection
with our sawmills.

Mr. Mann: One complaint was thaft you
were keeping imported goods instead of
local articles.

Hon, P. Collier: Thex are not the only
people doing that,

The Minister for Mines: It is necessary
to atart at home.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: Com-
plaints were made about the arbitrary con-
duct of the sawmill managers in declining
to pick up sleepers for the various people
at the sidings, and it was stated that the
object was to foree people to sell the pro-
duet of their labour to the mills at any
price they could get for it. The sidings
from Jarnadup to Pemberton were created
for the purpose of assisting the sawmifls Lo
do their work., If we expeet them to make
a profit, wo have no right to expect that
they shall give at their sidings the same
attention that people on Government rail-
way stations receive. We were quite willing
to pick up the sleepers at certain sidings
and curry them at a decent rate, but were
not prepared to stop our trains here, there
and everywhere along the full length of the
line to pick up half a trock of sleepers at
periodicol intervals, We are sawmillers, not
railway runners. Tt is unfair te expect
aur sawmills to do what no other private
sawmiil in the State will do.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have never refused
to lift the stuff®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. In
My, Properjohn's time, as in Mr. Dean’s
time to-day, there has always been a desire
tn study the interests of the State, and
at the same time as far as possible assist
the scttlers living along the Jine, T will tell
the Committee some of the diffienlties that
we are up against. .Jarrah flooring is per-
haps the best material for flooring in the
world. T know of mo other timber so good.
Tts rivals will not stand the wear nor assume
the appearauce that our jarrah will. Baltie
flooring (white wood) is now being shifted
from the Baltic to ports in Anstralia at 3e
6a. per hundred feet super. The mills are on
the sea coast and the steamers load at the
mills, Tt cost the State Sawmilly in transit
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charges to place their stuff free on board at
Bunbury 6s. per hundred feet supcer, or 2s. 6d.
puer hundred feet super more than it costs to
get the Baltic flooring.

Mr. Pickering: Ts that dressed timber?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, This
makes our total trunsit cost, adding the sea
freight from Bunbury to interstate ports, 13s.
per hundred feet super as against the Baltic
timber, 3s. 6d. Those who have a knowledge
of the trade aud recognise these difficulties
should ussist the management against their
cnemies instead of frying to chip at them
whenever a chance ocrurs.

Mr. Mann: The Roynl Commission endeav-
oured to assist thew.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: From the
Ameriean mills on the Pacific coast to the
Fastern States capitals it costs for trans-
port about 4s. 6d. per hundred feet super

to procure orvegott 23 against our 13s.
In  America the log mills are working
nine hours a day nagainst our eight

hours a day, and the sawmills are work-
ing 10 hours a day against our cight, The
minimum wage in America to-day is 10s, as
apaingt onrs at 148, 4d. Tn view of the posi-
tion T have sct forth, surely members will
adimit that some little appreciation should be
shown towards the moanagement of the State
Sawmills which have done their duty in the
way the balance sheets show.

“Mr. Mann: Tt affects all the others, does
it not?

The MINISTFER FOR WORKS: Of course
it does. Nothing can affeet a sawmill in
Woestern Australian - without  affecting the
State sawmills, At the State sawmills we
pay our royaltics and our railway freights,
eraetly as other mills do. The only thing
we do not pay is the road board rates,
and we do not use the roads, Last year
we paid the Commissioner for Railways for
freight no less a sum than £90,000. As
regards other charges, to which reference has
lwen made, one cannot put pig on bacon.
Hon, memliers would not ask the State to
swell its revenve by imposing taxes on itself.
The trade of the State sawmills for the last
12 months was £750,000, giving employment
tn hetween 1,250 and 1,500 men,

Capt. Carter: How much of that trade
would he for Public Works contracts?
The MINISTER T7TOR WORKS: Not s0

very mueli, We o not ingist that all the
trade of the Public Works Department shall
Ire piven to the State Sawmills.

Capt. Carter: T did not say that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt was said here this
afternoon.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
taken steps myself to avoid any absolute ap-
J'Heation of a certain princt) le which was not
introdueed by the Governments with which T
have been associnted, but whielh was in foree
hefore the first of those Governments took
offire. But would it te unreasonable, all
things being equal, that the State should en-
deavour to keep its mills going and its brick-
works in full swing rather than see them
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stand idle and the work done by other enter-
prises?  About 18 months ago the Commis-
sioner of Railways wanted slecpers, and
wanted them badly. Mr. Laue-Poole, then
Conservator of Forests, was commissioned to
deal with the various timler companies, and
to ask themn to supply the slecpers which were
essential for the carrving on of the Govern-
ment railways. The price offered by the Gov-
ernment at thot time was £6 10s. per load.
The replics Mr, Lane-Poole reccived were to
this effeet, “*How cun you ask us to sapply
sleepers for the Government railways at £6
10s. per load when we are getting from £8
10s. to £21 per load for sleepers for cxport?’’
Cousequently the timber companies refused to
supply the Government. The question then
came hefore me, and T said, ‘* The State saw-
mills will have to supply. The State sawmills
connot see another State department prevented
from carrying on its work through the State
sawmills sticking out for a profit which they
can get from private trade just as well az
the timber companies.’’ The consequence
was that the Railway Department got the
necessary slecpers. When the slump in the
cxyport trade came, some of these gentlemen—
I will not mention names: one of them is
dead now, I am sorry to say, and a very fine
man he was—eame to me and said ‘‘We want
a share of this Government sleeper countract.’’
My answer was ‘¢No; you had the opportun-
ity, and you refused to smpply.’’

Mr. Mann: Did not they give as n reason
that it was necessary in order to keep their
men employed?

Hon., W. ¢, Anpwin: And sack the other
men!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T said,
‘I have got the order, and I am going to
keep it for my own men.’’ And T think 1
did right.

My, O’Loghlen: They had got all the crcam,
and then they wanted haif the skim milk,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They could
not have their cake and eat it. That was what
I told them. I do not wish to appear antag-
onistie to the other timber people. I am fully
aware that essentially they are of as much
value to Western Australia as the Btate sav-
mills are. But if 1 man goes in for a game
and wants to pet all the sure things and take
nonce of the risks, we say he is not a sport.
If a man comes into a buginess and will not
take an order because he can do better, he
is not very much of a sport if, after all the
cake is gone, he comes squealing for the dry
bread which he previously refused. We had
a scrious difficulty a little while ago, during
the absence of My, Humphries. At the be-
ginning of November last there was seareelv

an order on our hooks for the karri
mills,. T had something 1like 700 men
down there, with a  prospeet of hav-

ing to shut the mills up. Now, I am not
going to tell the Housc cxactly what I gdid;
but [ am very pleased o way that we were
able to keep the men going until Christmas;
and just beforr {he Christmas helidays, Mr.
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Humphries, who was then in India, secured
an order there which will keep ws going at
any rate for the next two months. No one
ean look upon the prospect of unemployment
of any body of men in Western Australia
without taking the most serigus thought as
to the necessity for straining every nerve to
keep them poing. At ome time there waos a
fair amount of criticism over the purehase of
the busincss of the South-Western Timber
Hewers, which waa cffected some three or
four years ago. When the Government made
that purchase, they made a good purchase
for the State, a purchase out of which any
man who understood the trade wounld have
made a profit of £20,000. Through that pur-
chase we got a timber yard at Carlisle, which
was doing £2,000 per month. We are now
doing from £10,000 to £12,000 per month
there. Thus we are probably making a did-
ferenee to the timber companies in Perth
and in the metropolitan area generally,
Mr. Johnston: Are you selling cheaper?
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: XNo.

My. Money: T take it that is not an in-
crease of trade, but a diversion of trade to
the State itself?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKSB: [ am
vot in a position to say. We have on our
books at Carlisle men who eome to us for
their timber and their joinery, but who voiee
in the public Press opinions detrimental to
the Btate trading concerns, Owing to their
grivate sense of justice, they help the State
Sawmills. What they say outside is probably
in connection with matters affecting popu-
larity, and other things of that ephemeral
type, and of no value whatever. T am talking
pretty plainly on this matter, beeause T want
hon. members to get some idea of the mag-
nitude of the State Sawmills enterprise. I
want them to wnderstand that it is rather too
big to be dealt with mevely by way of persi-
flage, or rumour from the man in the street.
Hon. members should visit the State Saw-
mills and see the size of them. They shonld
vigit the Carlisle yard and see the size of
that, If they like to go down to the State
Sawmill offices, they may sec those too. Mem-
bhers may have their opinions as to whether
the enterprise should continue or not, but
justice demands that while those Siate trad-
ing concerns exist, members should have a fair
appreciation of them. On the principle as
to whether the State trading concerns should
he therc or not, T do not propose to say any-
thing to-nieht. My opinions are pretty well
known. Tf the general question comes up
during this session, 1 shall go forther than
I can go to-day. What I want to impress
upon hen. members to-night is that thiz par
ticular concern has grown very mueh larger
than it was five or six years ago. If it is to
continue, it must still grow. If it is to go
on growing, we mest put down further plant
and exploit fresh markets, and so interfere
still further and more largely with the tim-
ber concerna established by private people.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: That might not be
absolutely necessary.

[ASSEMBLY.}

1
Capt, Carter: It is incvitable.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: TIn busi-
ness there is ne neutral stage. One must go
on, or clse one must totter on the brink and
go fdown, The State Sawmills are a huge
concern operating some eight or fen milly,
and unless the State Sanmills can keep their
order hook full, they will begin to totter,
and once they begin to totter they will soon
drop, and drop very heavily. We cannot
stand still. on. members will pardon me
for pressing this aspect a little strongly. I
have the two sides of the qu>stion before me.
The one is the trader’s side, with regard to
which T have had a life's training. But I
am also interested in my wmen, The other
side of the question is the broad political
ivsue whether the State trading conrcerns
shonld be or should not he. Before hon.
memhbers can jwdge how the guestion should
be decided, T must tell them the plaiv and
simple faets, without any ramouflage what-
ever, regarding the State timber mills, If
the State Sawmills go on much further, we
shall require some new machinery. I hope
to see the Carlisle yard lail out ag planned,
whether I sce it as Minister or not. The
State has at Carlisle the finest site in Aus-
tralia for a timber trade. Therc is any
ammount of room,

Me. Mann: Yun pinched the street.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ am
aware that the Mayor of Perth says I atole
the street from the City. [ admit it. T got
the ground, and it ig needed for the require-
ments of the State's timber vard., We have
crected a shed there for our machinery. We
employ a large number of men there. We
have had delivered therc within the last
couple of wmenths what is, T believe, the
finest planing machine thut kas ever come to
Australin.  With that machine we shall be
able to turn out 160 feet of dressed flooring
per minute—planed, tongued, and grooved
flooring. Other machinery will be necessary
if the trade is to eontinue. As I said be-
fore, we cannot stand still; and it is no
use attempting to carry on a business with
obsolete machinery. Tf the trade is to go
ahead, we must add to the machinery.
If the works are to go to someone else, they
will have to provide it. My concern is that
whether carried on by the State or by pri-
vate individuals there exists the basis for a
big business which will give employment to
hundreds and probably thomsands of men in
Western Australia. T shall be glad to answer
any questions that may be put forward, but
perhaps 1T might be permitted to give the
House a few figures in a plain way which
may help hon. members in forming their
judgments. Sinece the State Sawmills started
the value of the trade done has been three
and a-quarter millions sterling. The wages
pai@ have amounted to £1,080,000, The
interest paid to the Treasury has totalled
£123,274. The special finking fund paid to
the Treasury has amounted to £24,199 and
the gitatutory sinking fund to £3,400. The
depreciation has been put down at £141,838.
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When [ tell hon. members that our fizxed
capital is £378,000, and that we have put by
for depreciation £141,000, it will be admitted
that the conditions obtaining at the mills
have been carried out with business caation.
The profit made totals £83,000. That is the
history as briefly as 1 ean give it of the
State Sawmilla. T take this opportunity of
expressing my appreciation of the efforts of
the general wmanager, Mr. Humphries, the
assistant manager, Mr. Flanagauw, and the
mill managers, while, hiad it not been for the
loyalty of everyone concerned and the faet
that the men played the game with me—and
1 am proud of it—we could not Bave had
the present position to submit to the Howuse.
Taking everything into consideration hon.
members will be able to say, when the time
arrives, whether these concerns shall be ear-
ricd om by the State or by private people.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

My, J. H. SMITH (Nelson} {8.207: The
figures read by the Minister are very en-
ecouraging and show that this concern at least
must be the very last to go. I claim that
this trading concern was largely responsible
for the group settlements in that part of the
Btate. The State Sawmills south of Manji-
mup were instrumental in opening up the
country in that direction. Aa a matter of
fact it was never heard of before the then
cxisting Government Aecided to establish the
millg,

Mr. O’Loghlen:  The
Labour Goveroment did it

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They did. When it was
maoted that the Freneh syondicate intended
* to buy the State Sawmills 80 per cent. of the
people in my eleetornte and 80 per eent. of
the people in the South-West generally, held
indignation mectings. The feeling there is
decidedly apainst the disposal of the State
Sawmills.
do not agree, and it is the monopoly which
the sawmills hold at the present time. The
Minister, in the ecourse of conversation, iu-
formed me that he intended to go down there
to investigate the whole matter and that one
of his objeets would be te proelaim a town-
site. Tt will be remembered that T presented
a petition to this House signed by 98 per
eont, of the residents in that loeality in favour
of the proclamation of a townsite. The
trouble is that the State Sawmills control
every little branch of industry.

The Minister for Works: We lot them.

Mr. 7. H. SMITH: The trouble is that
there is no competition, and that is what I
am complpining about. The store is run by
the State Sawmills purely and simply, and
there are hundreds of selectors down there
who to-day are e¢ompelled to wmake their
purchases at the State store, ot get their goods
from Perth. Tf the latter course is followed,
on the arrival of the stores at Jarnadup there
is diffieulty then in getting them to their
deatination.

much  despised

There is one matter with which T
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Mr. O’Loghlen:
price list?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No. The Minister's
statement was very emcouraging and will
make members think twice before they decide
to disposc of this propesition.

Have you a comparative

Mr. PICKERING (Bussex) [%23]: 1 want
it understood that I am not in favour of
State centerprises. 1 have had  consider-
able  experience during  the past  few
months of the State Sawmills, having iu
an official eapacity inapected the miliz at the
several loealities. The imembers of the
Forests Commission, of which I was chair-
man, were entirely satisfied with the way in
which those mills were conducted. We also
had an opportunity of inspeeting the powel-
lising works and I am glad to be able to
confirm the statement made by the Minister
that the powellising process has proved a
greater benefit than was anticipated at the
outset. One must be struck by the statement
of the Minister coneerning the ramifications
of the aawmills, The undertaking has become
80 large that there is omly ome alternative to
closing down and that is tg extend the oper-
ations of the enterprise. It has been clearly
shown by the figures quoted by the Minister
that the trade hag advanced by leaps and
bounds. While the members of the Com-
misgion were in that part of the State there
was an opportunity of inspecting the work at
Carliste. The Commission felt that it should
sce every phase of the timber industry, and
the members were much strack at that time
by the conditions under which the Carlisle
mill was operating,

The Minister for Works. If the men had
not been loyal they would never have worked
under those conditions.

Mr. PICKERING: We also saw in process
of ercction a substantial bunilding which X
understood wns to be the main workshop in
connecetion with that undertaking. I con-
gratulate the officer in charge at Carlisle on
the shed he was putting up in connection
with these works. T do net pretend to be an
advoeate of State undertakings, but If we
are to continue to carry them on it is noees-
sary that ther should he placed on such a
footing that they ean compete with others of
a similar nature.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Why not take a vote of
Parliament and decide it?

Mr. PICKERING: T am convinced thut
the State Sawmills and the branch at Car-
lisle must be conducted on lines similar to
those adopted by Millars. For instanee, it
is in my opinion essential that they showld
go in for the dryving kiln process. The Min-
ister told us clearly what we are commitied
to if we are to continme to carry on the
trading coneerns. Millars, for example, take
in every phase of hardware. Tt was never
contemplated by this House that the State
should enter into the hardware business, Yet
at Carlisle we found most of the articles of
hardware required in bailding operations.
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Mr. O°Loghlen: It is sometimes necessary
to cxtend the trade.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is compulsery to
go in for general hardware.

The Minister for Works: We must do it.

Mr. PICKERING: At Carlisle we saw
corrugated iron, nails, hinges, bolts, locks,
glass, and everything that is used in connee-
tion with building operations. When we were
inspecting Millars works we saw an excellent
nail manufacturing plant. T understand that
the State Sawmills are importing nails.

Mr. Money: They are not doing that.

The Minister for Works: T thought we were
goodl customers of Millars.

Mr, PTCKERING: Well, that is what we
caw ut Millars. 1 have no doubt as to the
rale of imported nails by the Carlisle works
in eompetition with the loeal article. The
Minister said be waa able to place on heard
shin dressed jarrah flooring at 8. per 100
super feet.

The Minister for Works:
freight i3 6s.

Mr. PICKERING: T understood the Minis-
ter to say that was the pricve of the timber.

The Minister for Worka: T am afraid there
must be some mistake in my notes. T will
look into it.

Mr, PICKERING : The Minister agked, why
should the State Sawmills be different from
Millars? I say they should be different. from
Millars because they are business operations
condueted for the benefit of the State, not
for the benefit of shareholders. That prin-
ciple onght to be observed in all our State
trading concerns. Again, the Minister, ad-
mitting that Millarg paid road board rates,
and that the State Sawmills did not, derlared
that the State mills did not use the roads.
The Minister ought to remember that Millars
do not use the roads any more than do the
Rfate Sawmills. Tt is very evident that if
the State is to continue its trading concerns,
it inevitably means n hig expansion in every
direetion.

Mr, Money: And if they expand, others
must eontraet,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why? Ts there not room
for ah?

Mr. PICKERING: Obvicusly, the advan-
tages pertaining to State enterprises are so
great as to render competition by private
firms almost imposgible. This Committee and
the eommunity generally must realise that the
trend of present State trading is in the diree-
tion of the soecialisation of industries. An im-
mediate indication should he given to the
Gevernment as to the wishes of Parliament.

No, 13s.: the

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. Grorge—Murray-Wellington) [8.32]: One
hon. niemher referred to stores.  Our priee for
hutter at Pemberton was 2s. 5d. when it was
2s, 44, in Perth. Ownr pearl harley was 4d.
when the price in Perth was 31%4d. The nrice
of our coron was 1a. 2d. when in Perth it
was Is. 4d. TFor 50 lbs. of flour our priee
vas Rg. 84. when the Perth price wag 8. For
fruits in ting our priee war 18s. a dozen when
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the Verth price was £33, Gl. T have a note of
what the hou. memhber said about thye town
site at Pemberton. T will look into it. Gal-
vanised iron was mentioned. We cannot do
our trade at Carlisle unless we supply many
other things besides Fimber, for our customers
(lemaud those otlier things. Consequently, we
lave to buy from merchunts in Perth a whole
mass of hardware. We could import the stoff
cqually as well as can the merchants, As
it chaneed, we conld buy galvanised irou from
only Millars, MeLean Bros. and Rigg, and one
or two other firms, 2ll of whom were getting
n ent of £6 per ton, and were not willing to
allow us more than £1 per ton. Consequently
we wonld be selling to onr customers vetail
at £60 per ton with a margin of only £1 to
cover handling eharges and risks. I took wp
the matter with Lysaghts. Their representa-
tive told me that he did not approve of Gov-
cinment trading. T rveminded him that that
was not the question, that in faet we were
trading and had to have iren. T elaimed that
if we paid eash for it. we had as much right
to the £6 rehate as had Millars and the other
firms. He said he wounld not give it to us,
T said to him, '‘Suppoxe 1 issue instructions
that Lysaght's iron is not to be used on
Governments works: T sappose you will then
get yo-r friends in the Chamber of Commerce
ad in Parliament to ritch into that old
lLlackeuard, the Ministor for Works.’’ There
me other |cople in galvanised ironm besides
Lvsaghts. amoongst othera a firm in the old
country the moembers of which were school-
fellows of mine. They make some of the best
iron in the world. ®a it turns out that we
have to-day the agency of that firm and are
selling as much iron 58 auvhody else in West.
ern Australia.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Morr State trading con-
cerns. Hear, bear!

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: If a manu-
factorer eomes to n Minister of the Crown
and lectures him as to what the Government
should Ao, he is seeking trouble and i3 hound
to find it. As to importing nails, T will find
out about that, T do not know whether we are
importing or not. Tf we ean buy loeally manu-
factured nails at a price which will allow us
to get our money hack and a small margin of
profit, I should prefer the local article; but
if we are up against a monopoly. Millars are
not the only people who ean manufacture nails.
If they put up the backs of those who have
to deal with them, as did the galvanised iron
neople, T tell them plainly the State Sawmills
will have no difficulty whatever, either in
manufacturing nails or in selling them.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIXN {(XYorth-East Fre-
mantle) [8.38]: The Minister ia to he con-
pgratulated on the position of the State Saw-
mills, The mille have shown a profit avery
year since their inception. Although thereisa
fixed eapital nf £378,650, there has been naid
in depreciation, interest and sinking fund
£254 637 towards it. So¢ it has not heen cost-
ing the State mueh, XNor has it kept back
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nuch money from the development of other
parts of the State, only a sam of about
£124,000, which has yielded a handsewe profit
to assist in carrying on the affairs of the
State, The Minister for Works has had long
practical experience of sawmills, and I make
bold to say that if he were a little younger
he woulll be very ready to take over the State
Sawmills nt n fair price. I disagree with
the Minister when he says that if those
works were enlarged they wounld take away
the trade of other firms,

The Minister for Works:

Hon. W. . ANGWIXN: That might or
might not he. TUnti) the State mills were
atarted, there were several countries to which
we were not supplying timber. No sleepers
were sent to England before the first ship-
ment sent by the State Sawmills,

Mr. Money: But we sent plenty of paving
Llocks.

Hon, W, €. ANGWIN: T advisc the hon.
memker to say very little ahout the exporta-
tion of paving blocks, If the State Sawmills
were to send abrond the paving blocks which
private mills sent, substituting one timber for
another, the State mills would deserve te be
wiped out of existence. The karri blocks
which other mills sent instead of jarrah
hlocks, did this State a great deal of harm in
London. There is another benefit which the
State mills have conferred upon Western Aus-
tralia, and for which they get no credit at
all. When the war broke out, other milis
were ¢losed down and hundreds of men
thrown out:of employment, with no prospect
of further cmployment. The State mills
stepped in aml provided employment for them.
¥t cost approximately £100,000, but good
aszets were provided to meet the liability, and
all those men were kept employed. The mem-
ber for Snssex (Mr, Pickering) referred to
the condition of the shop at Carlisle. He
said it was in such a condition that the work
could not be carried on suecessfully. The
hon. member overlocked the fact, until the
Minister by way of interjection reminded him,
that the shop was the one just purchased.
Then he adinitted that he saw the framework
of a substantial building intended for the
new workshop, This shows that the State is
providing proper conditions for its employees.
In the past a very large sum of money has
heen sent to the Eastern States for joinery
work, and under normal conditions there is
plenty of room in Western Australia for ad-
ditienal workshops.

Mr, Money: We have seni many thousands
of pounds’ worth of scantlings to the East-
ern States.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Quite so, but I
know many buildings where the joinery has
heen manufactured in the Eastern States and
merely fixed here. There is no necessity for
that. When other firms cannot supply joinery
work at a reasonable figure, these shops will
assist to provide employment in Western Aus-
tralia. Although the member for Sussex is
an architect, he does not know any more

Some of it.
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about the purchase of material than people
engaged in the huilding frade. Perhaps he
does not know so muoeh. It is not necessary
for sawmills to stock hardwarve, In other
parts of the world people vever think of po-
ing to a joinery shop ar a timber yard to
purchase hardware, They go to” a hardware
firm. [t may be neeessary to stock iron, be-
conse there are oceasions when the iron could
he forwarded with the timber without ineur-
ring additional cartage. 1 complimeat the
Minister on the action he has taken with re-
gard to iron. He had no desire to do so.
He merely desired to he placed in the same
position as the mcrchants from whom he pur-
chased the workshops. He did the right thing,
if he made it a condition that in all subse-
quent public works Lysaght iron should not
be used.  After all, Lysaght is only a name.
The Minister for Worka: Tt is a good iron.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is no better
than other iron; there are different quali-
tics. If [ were in the Minister's place I
would see that Lysaght iron was not used
until those people came to their senses. Tle
Minister and his officers deserve congratula-
tion, and the eountry has renson to be pleased
with the splendid position of the sawmills,
These works have cost £378,000, and to-day
they stand in the books at £124,000. They
have heen kept up to standard and the cost
of this has been charged to working expenses
year by year, while depreciation and sinking
fund have been provided ont of the profits.

Capt. CARTER (Lecderville) [8.50]: The
Minister in introducing his Estimates made
two points which call for remark. It is a
blessed relief to hear of one of our several
State trading concerns which is paying its
WaY.

Hon, W, C.
one,

Capt, CARTER: T did not say it was the
only one, How quick are the disciples of
State enterprise on the Opposition side to
take up a remark!

Hon. W. C, Angwin: You are just as much
a diseiple of State enierprise.

Capt. CARTER: I was not eclected to
espouse a policy of State cnterprise; on
the contrary, I attacked that policy, and I
say to-day to members of the Covernment
that I consider it a shame they have not
tackled the question long ere this. That is
where T stand, and where T always have
stood.

Mr. Hughes: Tackle the question? Tn
what directiont

Capt. CARTER: The question as to the
sale of State enterprises should have been
thrashed out. The Biil on the Notice Paper
should have heen brought forward in the
first session of this Parliament.

Mr. Hughes: Are yon in favour of it?

Capt. CARTER: Wait until T vote, and
von will see where I stand.

Mr. Hughes: Are you in favour of it?
Capt. CARTER: Mind your own business.
The CHATRMAN: Order!

Augwin: Tt is not the only
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Capt. CARTER: Unfortunately the wvote
will not be talken as early as T shonld like
it to he taken, The one great feature of
the Minister’s speech was the most im-
portant admission that be has ever made
publicly om the question of State trading,
namely, that ag this business is enlarged, so
must the works expand and private enter-
prise snffer and business be taken from
private euterprise, '

The Minister for Works: T said that last
vear and the year bhefore.

Capt. CARTER: I have not heard it be-
fore.

The Minister for Works: Tt is in ‘*Han-
sard.’’

Capt. CARTER: It is a very pregnant
statement, and one which should convey to
the people a truer sense of the position than
they have ever before had from a Minister
of the Crown. When we consider that this
is a young, growing and struggling State
and that our industries are strugghing for
existence, it seems to be the height of folly
for any Goversment aiming at the snccess-
ful development of the country to come out
in open competition—and not always in
open competition—with private enterprise.
1 say, **Not always in open competition’”’
because, although the Minister has said this
trading concern has made its way in open
competition with other privately owned con-
cerns of a similar mature, T venture to say
that he cannot point to an wunehequered
eareer in that respeet.  This concern has
taken to itself unfair sdvantage in com-
petition with private traders,

Mr. Wilson: How?

Capt. CARTER: By the preferential
clauses inserted in public works contracts.

The Minister for Works: They have bean
there for eight or nine years.

Capt. CARTER: That makes the crime
more heinouns.

The Minister for Wporks :
always obey them.

Capt. CARTER: But the fact remains
that this is ecrippling and preventing the
open competition of other traders.

The Minister for Works: It is neot.

Capt. CARTER: It is.

Mr. Hughes: Tt has not crippled Millars*
Timber and Trading Company.

Capt. CARTER: Possibly not. After all,
Miltars' Timber and Trading Company were
here years hefore the State started trading.
They blazed the trail, and spent many
hundreds of thousands of pounds in the
industry.

My, Huglhes: And made wmauy hundreds
of thousands of pounds profits,

Capt. CARTER: Possibly,

Mr. Hughes: They did: there is no donbt
about it.

Mr, Money: They went 10 years without
paying a dividend.

Capt. CARTER: If the hon. member took
an icecream cart around the streets of
Perth, he wonld expect to make a profit.
The same principle applies in a large degree
with any company starting operations. Arve

We do not
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we to Jdemand that a company must make
no pyofits, but must lend vs their eapital
aml be here for our benefit only?

Mr, O'Loghlen: On the other band, are
we to curtail the profits of the State?

Capt. CARTER: Are we to have all the
benefit and the company to have none of
it? The argument is absurd. Seceing that
the Minister has made such an open admis-
sion, T hope the Government will have the
courage to bring on the Bill, which aims at
the climination of the provision compelling
Cabinet to consult the House before they can
part with any of the State trading concerns.
The elimination of that provision would
enable the Cabinet to deal with any
prospective buyer who came along, T do net
say that the State trading concerns should
be serapped, or sold at a sacrifice, or
thrown away. The Government should be
able to make a business deal when there is
an oppertunity to do so, and if the Bill ever
does come up for discussion

Mr. Clydesdale: If!

Capt. CARTER: The Government will
be doing only what they have promised to do
if they bring that Bill before the House,
and foree members to wmake their position
plain by going to a division. To-night we
have had the speetacle of the member for
Sussex standing wp and practically declar-
ing himself a new disciple of State enter-
prige.

The Minister for Works:
spectaele,

Capt. CARTER: The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) stood up to defend this
nne particular State enterprise. ‘<Some of
the others may go, but not the one in my
electorate, not the one that affects my
people.’’

Mr, O 'FLoghlen :
Sussex electorate.
My, Pickering: T deny your statement.

Capt. CARTER: I am sorry if I misunder-
stood the hon. member or the member for Nel-
son, but T listened carefully to their speeches.
They satd they would stand for the retention
of this industry.

Mr, O'Loghilen: Quite right.

Capt. CARTER: The member for Nelson
i+ jealous, and rightly so, of the present cx-
cellent position in  which this enterprise
stands. But what is his attitude and the at-
titude of the member who preeceded him with
regard to the general prineiple of State en-
terprise?

The Minister for Works: This is a busi-
nesa question.  Ven ean diseuss that when the
Rill is debated.

Capt. CARTER:  The Minister himself
intreduced the broader principle of State en-
terprise.

The Minister for Works: 1 did not.

Capt. CARTER: The Minister did, and it
is on his statement that I am basing my re-
mark<. If 1 may be so bold T would pay that
the member for Gascoyne made a speech
which, if I were the tactical Leader of the
Opposition, the disciples of State enterprise,

He is not a

There is none in the
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1 would have printed aml emblazoned on the
four walls of the State.

Mr. Wilson: He may do that yet.

Cupt, CARTER: It was the finest speech
thiat could possibly be made in support of the
cause of State enterprise.

Mr. Munsiv: [t would he pretty widely
quoted, too.

Capt. CARTER: I know. I am anxious lu
learn just where the member for Gascoyne is
going to stand when we cowe to the division,

The CHAIRMAN: [ think the hon. mnew-
ber is wandering from the subject.

Capt. CARTER: Possibly so, but [ think
L may be forgivem m view of the statement
made by the Minister. 1 was going to sug-
gest that, scciug the three members I have

named ail belong to the one party, there is.

possibly some alliance behind the scenes—a
C.P.O. and O.L.P. alliance. I am glad to
find at Jeast one of our State enterprises
showing a profit, and holding up its head even
if it is m wnfair competition with private
viterprise.

The Minister for Works:
brickworks?

Capt, CARTER: 3 do not say this is the
only State trading coneern, but it is one of
the bright specks in a very dark horizon. It
the poliey of the Government upon which 1
was clected is worth puttimg into operation,
it is up to the Government to briag down =a
one-clanse Rill, an innocent mecasure, which
may be fought to the death in this House,
but will give members an opportunity of ex-
pressing their views and enable the people to
know where their representatives stand on n
anestion that is of such vital importance to
the State., T hope such & Bill will be brought
down quickly, and that we shall have an op-
portunity of settling once and for all so
vexed a subjeet.

What ahout the

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [9.1]: The
reason why it is unnecessary to say much
vpon these Tstimates is that there has been
no attack worth ealling an attack agaiust
vither the administration or the methods em-
ployed by it. T have listened for an hour or
two to a shower of enlogy upon the adminis-
tration of this great and growing department,
Tt i pleasing after the violent eriticism of
some years ago, when this policy was launched,
to hear such vindication of the actions of the
Labour Government., The Minister has pointed
to varions difficulties. He said be could have
achieved more but for the hampering pro-
vistons of the Publie Service Act. In that he
nmiade an admission of wenkness. T realised
when it was first proposed to bring the em-
ployees under the Public Service Act that in-
itiative, genins, enterprise and push would
not be adequately rewarded. Tt is obvious to
the mecrest tyro in business matters that the
man who can bring new ideas to operate, who
hag initiative and ean forge ahecad of his com-
petitors, should be encouraged by adequate
remuneration. That is impossible in the de-
partment to-day. The Minister could liberate
himgelf from the Public Service Act. He has
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a majority behind him in Parliament. Why
has he noet the eourage to bring dowu an
amendment to the Act.

The Minister for Works: The opportunity
of doing s0 has not vet arrived.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: I admit the Minister 's
hands are tied. T hope that later on he will
ask Parliament to give him full and free
scope to reward officers in a way noew pre-
vented by the Publie Serviee Aet.

Mr. Money: And you wonld support that?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: Yes. The Minister
should not be so tied that he cannot ade-
gquately reward men engaged in competitive
=tate concerns. There is no connection be-
tween such concerns and the general Publie
Serviee. If we get a good man we should be
able to retain him, if it is only a question of
salary, T could speak of the ability displayed
by the general manager, by the sub-manager
and the employees gencrally, lmt there is no
necessity to waste words on a subject which
l:as received snfficient commendation to-night.
If the Minister is likely to lose any more gooi
officers—one recently secured an increased
salary by going to Tasmania—his only
alternative is to seek the noeessary authority
from Parliament to adequately reward them.

The Minister for Works: 1 tried to keep
that officer in the State, hut he wanted to go
to Tasmania to gain experience.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: A similar set of con-
ditions exists under the Forests Act and the
regulations. One regulation in particular has
the effect of kecping fotever down in the
dredge hole the timber mspectors. Tt does’
not matter how eapable a field officer is, un-
less he has had professional training he can-
not rise above £6 10s. a weck, There is in
Hunbury one of the finest timber men in
Western Anstralia. He has a thorough know-
ledge of every phase of the industry, and
is in charge of a fairly big staff, as well as
heing the general head of the inspection
hranch. He receives about £6 53. a weck.
That is wfong. Next session when an amend-
ment to the Forests Act is contemplated,
whilst keeping a margin between the pro-
fessionsl man and the fig}d officer, T want to
see justice done to the man who has served his
life in the hush and is thoroughly practical
i every way.

The Minister for Works: One sits between
the four walls of his office nll day and learns
from books, and the other learns from prae-
tieal cxperience amongst the timber,

Mr, O’LOGHLEN: One member said the
State Sawmills did not pay road board rates.
T suggest that next year the Minister shonld
do this, without admitting his liability to pay.
He could it by way of a donation equiva-
lent to the amount of the rates. This ques-
tion has been brought up before. Members
are ignorant of the extent to which the State
fawmills have meant the onening up of a new
provinee. They have justified the recent pass-
ing of a Bill to authorice the constraction of
a railway costing £800,000. More benefit has
been conferred upon the State by these saw-
mills than most people imagine. The paltry
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amount invelved in the road board rates is
not worth considering,

Mr. Money: And the same henefits have
acereed from private sources.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: This huge province to
which | refer, in which one hears nothing but
the serecch of the parrot and the purr of the
‘possuni, extends for hundreds of miles. No
private people had ever taken it up,

Mr. Money: Tt wag opened up privately
first of all.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It was lying vacant for
any company to take up.

Mr, Money: The Davies's opened it up,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They toock up no more
pew country, with the result that for 150
miles in length this country was lying idle.

Mr. Money: They could not get any more
fand,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The timber corpora-
tion at Greenbushes took it up and abandoned
i, and this waa also the case with Millars.
The State then stepped in and said, ‘*We will
have a gamble on this proposition.’’ To-day
there are thriving settlements in the distriet
and fairly big townships. There arsa group
settlements by the dozen, These are in their
initial stages and eannot yet he pronounced
ng successful, though T hope that will be the
case,

Mr. Wilson: Some of the best proposi-
tiong are abont Holyoake,

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: That iz jarrah country.
T am speaking of karri, which no one would
toveh. Tt is only by the expenditure of State
funds that there has now been created an
asset of such tamgible proportiona.

Mr. Money: Tt was the powellising process
that enabled it to be used.

My, O’LOGHLEN: Could not private com.
panies have acquired those rightat

The Minister for Works: Anvone ean
pewellise timber in Western Australia to-day.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN; The eountry was there
for any company to operate on. The Labour
Government sliowed their faith in theg province
by opening it up. The development that has
veeurred is now the stepping off ground for
a buge territory which it is hoped will be
developed doring the next decade. T will
admit that the proposition of timber being
operated by the State is open to argument. T
de not know thot the State Sawmills pay bet-
ter wages or give heiter conditions of em-
ployment than do private eompames They
are much of A muchness. When a crisis oceurs
in the industey, as it did during the war,
when several companies beenme panic stricken
snd elosed down about 14 mills and threw
some 2,000 men on to the labour market at
three days’ notice. the State stepped in with
the backing of the community’s eash and
gambled on the future. They put on men to
produce timber at a cost of £100,000. Later
on they had no difficulty in renlising on this
production at a profit. The Government had
the satisfaction of knowing that they had
esrried deserving people, who had their homes
ectablished, nver a very eritical period. This
action was in striking contrast to the callous
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indifference sumetitnes shown by the private
employer. I do not object to the private
employver. Human natare jrompts him to get
the maximum resulis out of the minimum of
expensge. 1T 1 were a private employer [ would
get all T could out of the industry. We on
this side of the House do not object to the
individual getting as much as he can, or te
his profiteering on his fellows, We do, how-
cver, objeet to the system that allows this.
Our pohcy is to alter that system, because we
cannot alter human nature. During those dark
days the State Sawmiils came to the rescue.
1 believe they are more prone to help the
man with a weak back or a lame leg, for his
family's sake, than are some private concerns.
The member for North-East Tremantle said
it was not nceessary for the State Sawmills to
‘mo in for hardware. I gather from inquiries
I have made that it is necessary. People
order supplics of timber from the State Saw-
mills, but when they appreach other firms
intereasted in timber for their other require-
ments they are not able ta secure them. They
are referred back to the people from whom
they are getting their timber.

Mr. Monev: Have you any instances of
that?
Mr. (WLOGHLEN: I will give the hon.

member instances at another time. I have had
information from some of the officials to this
effeet.

Mr. Pickering:
in evidence?

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: Yes, Several instances
were given where people ordered hardwood
from the State Sawmills, but when they
wanted softwood from other sources they
eould not get it.

The Minister for Works: That is so.

’ Myr. O’'LOGHLEN: The other people said,
f“Unless we supply all your requirements you
eannot get it.’? Tn a trade of this sort it
is necessary to be in a position to turn out
the frll equipment,

Mr. Money: That is what Millers did with
flour and bran,

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: A man may require
flour but not bran. Tf he is buoilding, be will
require timber of all classes other than hard-
wood.

The Minister for Works: And he must have
ngils.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The Minister must be
pleased at the reception accorded to his Esti-
mates. He conld not expect any other recep-
tion from the results placed before us. They
speak volumes for the foresight and business
skill of the people connected with the enter-
prise. Even if the State sawmills have a
regulation to the effect that private builders
mrst buy their supplics from them when ten-
dering for Government contracts, I do not
know that it is worth talking about. It does
not represent a big volume of the business of
the concern. Tf there is anything to be said
about it, it is in favour of the action taken.
Tt is better to support a State concern when
the perofits go to the taxpayer than it is to
put business into the hands of half a dozenm

Were we not fold about this
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fradera. [ do not think there is much objee
tion to_it; but, if there were much objeetion,
[ would let it go, because the State Sawmills
are a good enough |roposition to stand on
their own mcrits, without any holstering up.
With regard to the State Sawmills and other
State center| rises, we have heard cooflicting
opinions to-night. From the member for Gas-
eoyne (Mr, Angelo) we have had in support
of State enter;rives one of the finest speeches
delivered here 1or some time, though the hon.
memher was hypoceritical enongh—if T may be
excused for using that expression—to claim
that the steamers on the North-West coast
are not a State enterprise, but a public utility.
Al this talk about selling the State enter-
prises is were moonshine,

The Premier: Do not make
them or you may get them.

AMr, O'LOGHLEN: The people would never
agree to it. Te-night we have had only one
squeak from the Chamler of Manufactures,
delivercd by the membir  for  Lecderville
{Uapt. Carter),  Other members bave said, in
cffeet, ““This is good business; po on \uth
it 77 At one tim» I Qid fear a vote in favour
of the sale of Btute enterprises, secing that
i Government had leen returned for that
perpose.  Shortly afierwards an offer was
made by a French syndieate for the State
b.lwnulls, and we hul regolutions pouring in
Trom such bodies as farmers’ associntions
and Liberal leagues, desiring mewbers to op-
puse to the last ditch the sale of fhat pavtico-
lar State enterprise. There has been on the
Nutiee 'aper for some time a Bill nuthoris-
ing the sale of the State trading concerns.
I am veminded of a little mouse that teok
iwo or three nibbleg of binn saturated with
v, and then stood up on its hind legs and
sitid, *¢ Now bring cut your eats!'" | feel on
this sulijeet just like that little monse, [f that
Bill is brought forwprd, it will not he puassed.
Membiers on the cross henches will defeat it,
Teeause their supporters want it defentol. No
imdietment that can be lodged against State
enterprises will lead to success in the diree-
tiow of the abolition.  When the veport of
ihig dehate reaches the clevtors of the momber
for Gascorvne, he will get o few wires from
his vconstituents,  We have some Friends up
there.  There are on the other side of the
Chambier, members who have always lTeen in
favour of Btaty enteeprise. When that sen-
timent develops into o religion with  them,
they will fight for State enterprise both in-
¥ide and outside this ¥ouse.

The Premier: You are an oj timist,

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: The Premter himself
is supposed to he an optimist. [ say to him,
et him bring out hisg eat.

an offer for

Division put and passed.

Division - - Wyndham 1°
aml Meal Exporl Works,

gine,
27300

Canningr,

The MINIRTER FOR AGRICULTURE
e, 1. K. Maley— Greenough) | 9.21]):
It will be remembered that in 1921, when
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there was a remarkable slump in the T.ondon
meat  market, there was for some time o
doubt as to whether the Wyndham Meat
Works wonll be reopened. ‘Towards the end

ot 1921, hewever, the outlook hecame more
promising. ¥t was argued ihat the Govern-

m-nt had no right to eontinue operations at
Wyndham, and  thus  inerease the colossal
loss on the works. On the other hand, the
pastoralists of the North were willing to put
in their eattle at a reasonable price; and
after a full review of the realisations likely
to be obtained on the meat market the Gov-
ernment deeided to reopen the works for the
reason, on the basis of figures showing that
the loss  thereby  incurred would not be
greater than  that involved in the works
standing idle. The cattle purchase contracts
were so conditioned as to ensure the suppliers
getting proportionate benefit f£rom any market
inerease. It was arranged that beef suitable
for export frozen would be paid for on the
basis of 10s. for 100 1ba, with a’ reiluetion to’
5s. 6. per 100 lbs, for all beef not passed by
the Commonwealth inspector as suitable for
export.  Tn addition, there was a reduction
in overseas freight of one furthing per 1h.
The benefit of this goes to the supplicrs,
who are alse entitled to a share of any price
realised for frozen beef exported in cxcess of
4d. per b, The basis of the arrangement is that
if the price realised exeveds +4d. per ., the
first ¥4, shall go to the supplier; and if
the price realised exceeds 414d. per 1b,, the
supplier and the works will cach reeeive one-
Il of the exeess,  Under this scheme the
average price per head of beef to the sup-
plivrs may he cstimated at £2 175, 14, That
meant that fhe eattie gwners wonld put their
cattle into the works af so low a price as
£2 17w, WL per Dhead, The freight vefund
of one farthing per h, means an additional
95, 2L per head: awd from London realisa-

tion an alilitional 14s, Gd. per head is ox-
peeted.  Preobably the net  realisation will
smonnt to about £4 0s. 4L per head. The

hest aob of the season will probably meti
shout €3 s, &l per head. Doring the whole
season, 24 weeks from the 10th April to the
25th September, 22,646 head of cattle were
treatel.  The shipments of frozen beef to
London amounted to 4,000 tous, shipments
to Java 185 fons, and to Fremantle, for re-
export @and for loeal consumption, 43¢ tous.
The  costs  dacerning  at  the  works  were
CTT.A00 interesf, £3,000 fire insuranee, and
£3,000 maintenance of meat works, wuater
supply, ete., a total of £85500. The vesults
of the working, so far as can be ascertained
and estimated, will not add much to these
cnavoidable items of working costs,

Mr. T'uderwood:
The MINISTER

They will add something.

FOR AGRUCULTURE:
Very little,  Even if something is added, let
o, members consider what has been  the
pain to the cconomic position of the Siate
wid to ihe ealtle growers of the North-West
from the operation of the meat \\orka dur-
ing the past season.
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My, TUnderwood: We cimnot afford to
carry on these State cuterprises and lose on
then. :

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In addition, the Wyndham Meat Works have
paid to the State Shipping Scrviee for fares
and freights in connection with passages of
cmployees and supplies to the works no less
a sum than £11,500 during the past season.
The payments to cattle ownars will probally
total £90,000, which sum is belng distrib-
uted within the Statc, as is also a sum of
£58,000 for wages and salaries for the con-
duet of opcrations. In connection with a
question which was asked in another place
on Tuesday, having reference to advanees
which were made to the eattle owners during
the previous season, when the works were not
operating, T wish to state that the amount
was £43,660, frem which a total of £32,319,
representing advances and interest, has heen
paid off, leaving a balance outstanding of
only £14,089. Tn view of the faect that the
ojerations of the cattle owners in the North
hiad heen absolutely erippled by the stop-
page of the warks, | think we have »enson
for congratulation in the circumstance that
the stock-vwners have come up to their ob-
ligations in this cooneetion so fur and so
goon, and in a degrec which nust he re-
garded as exeeptionally good. [ commend

the Estimates to the consideration of the
Committee.
Me. PICKERTNG  (Sussex) |[0.207:  1f

the  Siate  Shipping  Serviee i3 te  he
regurded as  the fly in the ointment
of the State Trading Conecrns, then
the Wyndham Meat Works is the blac-
Polile, The facts preseated by the Minister
show  elearly  that the works cannet he
aperntell al o profit; indeed, had they been
allowed to remain idle, the loss would have
heen less than ot is. A select comummithoe
appwinted by another plare to investignte
the question  recommemded (1) that the
operation of (he works Dbe indefinitely sus-
pended, (2) that the Perth oflice be elosml
and the aceounts Kept by some other Gov.
ermnent department, (3) that the works he
placed under the control of the Minister for
the North-West with instrnctions {hat {he
Wendhanu stafl’ e vedoeed (o a0 point com-
patible with recommendation Neo 1, (4) thett
no further capital he expended untit some
definite deigian regarding the future of
the works be arrived at, and {(3) that the
Government cudeavour to lense or dispose
of thz works as soon ay possible, The Min-
ister might well have toll us what action
the Government have taken towards giving
effeet to those revommendations,  Also it
would have been interesting if the Minister
Lad told us what alditional eapital will be
required to place this undertaking in a posi-
tinn to adequately deal with its Treight..
I't has been definitely siafed, withont denitl,
fhat the works are wot properly cgquipped,
Mevertheless the eapital expended on thie
works is ro greatly in cxcess of possible
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retorng that the works are  considerably
over-capitaliseil.  Even if the capital weve
to be written down to a point which woukl
allow the works to show a profit, the State
will still have to foot the bill of costs. We
have had illustrations of other State trading
voncerns which are being run at a profit, bug
undoubtedly this onc is (he most hopeless
of the lot.

Mr, Teesdale: 1t has turned out the best
beef on the Lomlon market this season.

Mr. PICKERING: What relief doeg that
afford to the ecronomic position of the
works? Does the Minister think that under
the most favourable circumstanees coneeiv-
able it is possible that this undertaking ean
be rendered profitable?  The information
afforded by the select committee of another
plaec is of great interest 1o us all. [ should
like to know the Government's intentions in
reapert of the recommendations made e
that seleet committee,

Mr.  DURACK  (Kimberley) 9061
Whilst  the rice returned te  the Kim-
berley  growers by the sale of  their
cattle at the Wyndham works is very

low, perhaps not capable of mecting costs,
it must he admiited that the Government
have done very well in operating the
freezers this year. The Minister pointed
out that the arrangement entered into with
the growers fixed the price at 10s. per
1o 1bs. for expart meat, and 53, Gid. per
110 Mbs. for meal not experted. Umler the
Commonwealth  regulations  we are  not
allowed tu export eortain porliomns of the

forequai#®ers.  Taking the average weight
ol Deasts at G0 Ths,  the  exportable
quantity would be, perhaps, 400 hs, Thas

the average return to the grower works out
at about S« per 100 s, 1 hope the figurey
quoted by the Minister will he realised. The
deaft which the Minister says brought £5
oild per head was a small, picked lot which
came  in from Jall’s Creek,  The e¢oid
starige capneity of the works represents
ene of the most serious phiases of the whole
question.  Bo precarvicus is the position that
if a boat Cailed 1o prrive according 1a
arrangement, the cold storage enparity of
(he warks would he over-taxel, aml opera-
tions wonld have te cease.  Fortunately
thix =eason the hoads came o regularty, anl
=0 there was no inld np, 8Bl as ) say, the
danger is there, amd sooner or laler addi-
fional colil storage will have to be provided.
P oregret that the Goversmment shooll have
Dheen called upon to pax £3,500 compensa-
tion to the enginger appointed to varrcy oul
thiz work for the cancellation of 2 contraer
to pravide extra cold storaoe, for it meany
an additional borden on the imlustey. [t
i only in keeping  with the  history  of
the works, o Efrom  the very  inesplion
there bas been a series of puitinge np and
pulling  down, aml s the  works  have
Deen caddled with an enormous linbilil v,
in view of their capital vost, the works eaa
never prove sutisfactory either to the Gov-
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ernment or to the growers.  We should have
fram the Government a declaration az to
futnre policy. T understawl  that eertain
negatintiong are procecding, aml 1 know
that the growers wouhl like to e acquainted
with the exaet position of affairs and learn
definitely  whether or not the Government
intewl to go on, Urowers should nol he
kept in the duark right up to the last
moment, for if the Government decide not
to earry on the works the growers will he
left srranded. T urge the Government to
remove the anxiety of the growers by let.
ting us know what they intend to de.

Mr,
This  is

UNDERWOOD
not a State trading  coneern
at all.  Presnmably it has heen ineludea
amongst  the State  trading  coneerns  to
satisfv the Chamber of Commerce and a

(Pilbara) [9.43]:

few  Dbusiness people. !t i mo more =n
State  trading eoncern  than iz the Bus-
selton hmtter  faetory, or the Denmark

butter and baeon factory, or the Albany
¢old storage chamher, or a State battery.
Hlowever, ginee it is being treated as a
State trading concern, and since the mem-
bee for the distriet is so strongly opposed
te State trading concerns, such as the ship-
pring service, we have to count them all up,
It we are to elose down State trading con-
cerns, this muost be the first to be closed.
Not only ean it mwot pay interest and
sinking fund, but every fime it is
operated it means the loss of an
immense amount of money. It is better
to allow the works to remain idle than
to operatc them as a trading eoncern.
T take the other side of the question. 1f we
congider the Wyndham Meat Works as a Gov-
crpment proposition to develop the country,
aml if these works ean bhe the means of re-
taining settlement there and vproducing wealth,
1 am prepared to support them. But I can-
not for the life of me sce why we should have
the worst possible Government utility anl
the greatest loser of all in the distriet repre-
aetited by a memhber who is opposed and hit-
terly opposed to State trading eoncerns.

Hon, M. V. Troy: He is in favour of these
worka,

Mr. Duvack: T will take my chance if they
are soM.

Hon. M. F. Troy: This is hiz partienlar
ane, and T am not too sure of his attitude,

Mr. INDERWOOD: He is prepared to
sell all the rest, especially those the removal
nf which wonld enable private firms to make
some profits, but where the Government are
up against a dead loss and no one except the
Clovernment will take on sneh works, he is a
strong supporter of them. The inconsistency
of the member for Kimberley wonld pass the
understanding of any ordinary ecitizen.

Hon. M, F. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [9.48]:
T am pleased to find that there is another
eonvert to State enterprise. T wanted to he
eonvinced of the attitnde of the member for
Kimberley., Tn his speech he told ns he was
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opposed out-and-ont fo State trading con-
cerng, but this is his speeinl exception.

Mr, Durack: I have mot supported this
coneern.
Hon, M, I, TROY: The hon. member i3

not alone in this exeeption, hecanze the Pas-
toralists’ Association, at their meeting ve-
eently, insisted that the tiovermment should
make further econeessions in order to give
greater value to the ecattle purchased by the
Wyndham Meat Works.

Mr. Underwood: The chairman of the Pas-
toralists’ Association objects to all State
trading concerns.

Hon. M, F. TROY: Exeept this one. The
association commended these works and said
the operations had been carried on extremecly
well, If T mistake not, they insisted that the
Government should give greater concessions,
aml they are a body who took the Country
Party to task because they did not stand up
to their prineiples. 'We can well understand
why such a party will make no progress,
They are too inconsistent. [ agree with the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood). Freez-
ing works are an aid to development pure and
simple. They are in the same eategory as
State hatteries. Private enterprise earries on
freezing works in Darwin and most nnsueeess-
fully.

Mr. Ulnderwood: Tt ia afraid to earry them
en.,

Hen. M. . TROY: Tes, and the whole
Territory shut down in gonscquence, and the
present condition of the people is worse than
it was before the works were established. Tn
Western Australia it can be truly snid that
the works have put up a good product and
assisted the pastoralists. Without them how
would the cattle grower have got on? He
could not have survived. This concern is not
out to make profits, The State batteries are
not shown as a State trading councern; they
are an aid to mining development. They
show a loss and always will do so, but they have
proved of itmmense valwe to the State in that
they have been responsible for the recovery
of millions of pounds’ worth of gold, and
have kept the mining industry going in the
new districts. The same applies to lmtter and
bacon factories; they arve subsidised Dby the
Government to aid those industries. T have
not been to Wyndhan, but on the aguthority
of men who have heen there, despite all that
haa been said regarling the expenditure on
these works, they are far superior to the Dar-
win works,

The Minister for Agrienlture:
mitted.

Hon. M, . TROY: T understand Vestey’s
works were very hadly built, and that their
cost greatly exceeded the estimate,

Mr. Underwood: And they have not a
water supply yet.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The Wyndham works
alse cxceeded the estimate, but people who
have heen there speak in the higheat terma
of the works and the provigion made by the
Government for the accommodation of the
emplayees, Last year no trouble at all was

That is ad-
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experienced there.  Tn addition we learn from
the Press that the article turned out by the
works hag been splentid, ‘The London agents
have commended the Government, and stateil
that {lhey could offer no adviee for the im-
provement of the article,  7This speaks ex-
ceedingly woll for the works, While | regres
the losses that are oeeurring, the policy of
the countey must be to aidl thé eattlemen in
the North and develop that conntry, and we
must continne to make a loss until sueh time
a4 the industry ean stand on its own feef.
Tt is a. work that camnot be abandoned, T
hope that as a resnlt of the splendid adver-
tisement the Govermment receivel this year,
the works will reach a more comfortable finan-
einl basis in the next fow years.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) {9.54]: My reading of the reports
of the meeting of the Pastoralists’ Assoeiation
created an impression that these works were
of no benefit to the jastoralists in the North,
but the statement of the Minister has shown
that they are of great henefit. Dealing with
the work of the year, it was not necessary
in the first place fur the Government to ad-
vance the pastoralists of the Kimberley dis-
triet a sum of £43,000 before they could take
their cattie,

The Premier: That iz not so.

Hon. W. (. ANGYWIN: It is. The money
advaneed was advanced in the previoua vear.

The Premier: But we did not take posses-
sion. A

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN:
advanced on them.

The Premier: No, we really
them. )

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: Of that amount
£32,000 has been paid and £14,000 is out-
standing. Owing to the state of the meat
‘market, and the lack of shipping, but for
these works, there would have been no market
for the ecattle in the Kimberley district, and
cattle growers there eould not have heen given
assistance to the extent of £90,000 in respect
to their cattle. This must have been of great
assistance to that district. I agree with the
memhers for Pilbara ard Mt. Magnet that one
of the objects of these works was to develop
the northern portion of this State. In this
House, however, anr experienee has been that
if a concern is a losing proposition, it is ghown
as a trading eoncern and not as a public
utility. A purchase of eattle was shown un-
der pnblie utilitics some time ago, but in the
following year the Minister made a bad deal
and lost £26,000, and it was then shown as
a -trading concern,

The Premier: The Act governs that.

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: I know the Act.
No donbt the time will come when the Wynd-
ham works will pay. Tt is ridienlous for the
member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) to say
that we should not spend any more money on
them. TIs not his politicnl hoss continuailly
worrying the Minister te spend more money
on the Fremaatle Freezing Works?  Did he
e¥er raise opposition to that?

The Goevernment

had hought
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Mon, They never paid any
interesi.

o, W. ', ANGWIN:
ptid by the Government,

The P'remier: It was taken ont of the ad-
AR 1470

o, W, (.
tionnl advance,

The Premier: No.

Hon. W. U, ANGWIX: Tt was paid by the
Gavernment, uot by them. They were bring-
ing pressnre on the Minister for a further
wlvanee, ani they spent a certain amount of
woney, and the 'remier decided to take the
interest out of the advance,

The Premier: No, they had paid away this
money themselves,

Mon, W. ¢, ANGWIN: They had paid for
the goedr they purchased, Imt they had not
then been tremised that they wounld get the
advanee. The Minister, to get over the difli-
calty, gave instructions that it be made out
in two cheques, and the paymaster was in-
structed that ithe chegue for interest should
be |2id juto the Treasnry, Therefore, the
Government aid the interest.

The Premier: Not at all.

Hon, W, (", ANGWIN: I am only pointing
this out in reply to the statement of the mem-
ber for Bussex. He did not raise his voice
against that propoesition. This, however, is
a different proposition to hig way of thinking.
According to lhim the meat market, though
affecting othor works similarly to Wyndbam,
must not be taken into consideration at all;
the Wyndham works should flourish irrespee-
tive of whether there is a market and whether
they can dispose of theiv meat. But it is
quite a AQifferent matter when other works
are concerned. T am {ired of hearing such
statements from the hon. metwber. Ment
works throughout Australin are suffering be-
eause of the position of the world’s market,
Wyndham i3 not alone in this. Unfortunately
those men who have henefited Ly the construe-
tion of the works by heing able to get £90,000
worth of cajital this year are erying out in the
same way as is fhe member for Sunssex. Al
these works should be treated alike. Tf it is
impossible for Wyndham te kill a lot of
cattle and find a market for them, it should
he equally impossible for TPremantle to kil and
findd a market for the produets.  Fremantle
has failed on aceount of the state of the mar-
kots.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

The Tremier: The works there ean kill
every available sheep this vear.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: "The Chairman of
Divectors of the Fremantle eompany {(Mr.
MMonger) says that unless the foreign markets
improve the jrospects of the company are
sueh as will not justify the directors in ap-
erating upon more stock than is suflicient to
introdnee their brands and products inte the
Fuglish market. He goes on to say that the
guestion is under grave consideration and
will shortly be determinel by the board.

Mr. Teendale: They have killed a kit of
sheep sinee then,

M. P. Troy:

The interest was

ANGWIN: Ont of the addi-
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Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Not in eomparison
with the requirements of the werks. The
Wyndham works were built under abnormal
condilions when the cosf of vonstraction was
exceclingly high, This factor nut be taken
ke congideration.  As time goes on it will
be necessary ta cffeet a2 reduction in the
capitalisation. This will have to oceur in the
cage of all works which, owing to the war,
have been constricted at  very high cost,
Liosses will have to be made on works of that
description.  Furthermore, there have heen
frequent changes of officers at the Wyndham
meat works, A new man will generally re-
commend alterations to show his superiority
over his predecessor. The member for Kim-
herley said that several alteratlions had beea
made already to the works, This all tends to
increase the eost, and  possibly the al-
terations  will not be of great bene-
fit to the works. At the time they
were under construction I had a con-
versation with the hon. mewmber’s hrother.
He said the men weve working well there, amil
were carrying out their duties properiy and
vfiieiently and to the best of *heir abiliry.
He went on to say, ‘‘ There is no doubt that
when the works are constructed they will knock
out the Darwin works.’’ Cattle can he brought
to, Wyndham cheaper than to Darwin. It was
intended fo spend approximately £100,000 on
the Darwin works, but I have been informed
that they will uitimately cost as much as the
Wyndham works. At the latter place there
is a good water supply, but there was none
at Darwin, and arrangements had to be made
1o provide water by means of condensers. The
Fagineer-in-Chief had a look at those works
and ascertained that this was the position.
Since then the management at Darwin have
applied to the Commonwealth for an ade.
gquate water scheme. Such a seheme would
not be a charge upon the works, but in the
vase of Wyndham the water supply as well
as the jetty is a charge upon the works. Com-
pared with the value the Wyndham works are
to the State the loss of a few pounds should
nat matter to the Premier.,

The Premier: It is £80,000 on the year

Hon, W, (', ANGWIN: The Estimater
show a prospective loss of £70,000. The works
were established in order to develop the coun-
try and provide regular markets for the wat
tle growers. Taking the other trading con
rerns into aceount the total lose is only £14.
383.

The Premier: You are making o mistake,

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: Tf so the Egtimates
are wrong. The estimated reeeipts are
£203,000 and the expenditure £273,000, leav-
ing a deficiency of £70,000, bnt the total esti-
mated deficiency on ail the State trading con-
cerns is £14383. This may be still forther
redueed by an improvement in the State Ship-
ping Service, Thoese who are opposing the
State trading concerns are not dealing justiy
by them. Tor the time heing everyone must
acecpt the offieial figursn as correet. I see no
reason why they should not be.

Divigion put and passed.
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Resolutiony
adopted.

reported  aud  the  report

PILL—NORTHAMI'T )N RESERVES.

Returned from the {louneil withonl zment
ment,

BILI—HO3IPITATLR.
Message.

Message from the Administrator reecived
amd read, recammending appropriation in coun-
nection with the Bill

Tn Committee.

Resumed from 7th Deeember; Mr, Stubbs in
the Chair; the Colonial Secretary in charge of
the Bill.

Clause 40—Contributions to Trust:

The CHATRMAN: The Leader of the Op-
position has moved an amendment to ingert
between the words ““one’’ and ‘“penny’’ the
word ‘‘haif-penny.’’

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: When the discus-
sion on this Bill was adjourned, several weeks
ago, the Colonial Sceretary had given mem-
hers to understand that he had not been ap-
proached by outside hodies with regard to
this elause. The Minister implied that every-
one was thoroughly satisfied with these taxa-
tion proposals. *

The Premier: No one i3 satisfied to pay
any taxation at any time or anywhere.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I have informa-
tion that there has been objection raised to
this elanse, objection brought to the atten-
tion of the Colonial Becretary. On the Sth
Novemher, 1922, a letter was addressed to
the President of the Friendly Societies’ Coun-
cil, which begins as follows:—

In accordanee with a resolution of the
legislative committee earried on the 6th No-
vember at a meeting, at which Mr. Ford-
ham of the Fremantle Association was pre-
sent by invitation, we, the undersigned,
waited on the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Mr. R. 8. Sampson, on the Tth November,
and now report on the matters submitted to
him, as ender: —

The COLONTAT: SECRETARY: That let-
frr has been acknowledged.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Bnut the Minister,
when he last spoke, made ont that there was
un olijeetion to this Rill.

The Colonial Serretary: No serious ob-

jection,
Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The letter eon-
hinues—

(1) Exemption from hospital tax of medieal
benefit members of friendiy socleties, We
stressed the fact that such membhers would
bhe paying a double tax, onc a voluntary one
Ly which through their own providence thev.
guarded against the perils of sickness, and
thua saved expense to the State and helped
to raige the average health standard of the
community. We also peinted out that such
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members  would he less likely to aequire
hospital aecommndation than the lesa pro-
vident. The Minister explained that there
was na hope of relief on this paint; that
the tax was one shared by the whale of the
country, and gave no right to free hospital
treatment. (2) Frec treatment of medical
henefit memhers of the friendly societio-.

We put this forward as an alternative, if

members had to pay the tax. We also

quoted fignres as to the number of frieadly
society members in the State and their an-
nual contribution to medical funds, The

Minister gave a similar reply as to No. 1.
Then the letter atates ohjections to other
provisions, T have received another letter
from the Friendly Societies’ Medical Asso-
ciation of Fremantle, one paragraph of which
reads—

I may say that our feca have been re-
cently raised, and we are now paying about
814, per week. This, with the proposed
tax, woild bring it up to over 1s. per week,
and this we consider altogether unreason-
nble,

The Colonial Seerctary: Tt is proposed to
give some consideration to people who are
econtributing to medieal funds, as on the mines
and on the timber mills, but not to contribu-
ters to ordinary bodies.

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: A member of a
friendly society has to pay 83:d. per week to
a medical fund, The Minister does not know
what he is talking about.

The Colonial Secretary: T was referring to
those funda which provide hospital treat-
ment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: About 20,000 resi-
dents of this State are payving 8%d. per week
te medical funda.

The Colonial Seeretary: But those funds
do not provide hospital benefita.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No; we know that.
But if it had not been for payments to such
funds, the number of hospital patients weuvld
have been mueh larger. When the fees under
this Bill are imposed, many persons will
withdraw from the medical henefit funds of
their lodges. Tt has already heen stated that
they do not intend to pay two lots of fees.
The friendly soeteties assist the Government
by placing people in a position to provide
for themselves in ease of sicknesz. The Bill
will have a tendeney to draw people away
from the friendly societies. Tn thousands of
eases the only personal benefit a member of
n friendly society gets is the advantage of
the medical henefit fund.  Again, thonsands
nf contributars to medical funds do not con-
st the lodge doctors, preferring to consult
their own medical men. T have alse n letter
from the Lodge of Pree Gardeners, Lodge
No, 4, Cottesloe. They ohjert to the tax,
and they recommend that the Government
should adopt the Queenslanil svatem in order
to raise funds for hospitals, They also say—

Further, we do not see why members
of friendly societies should lLe taxed when
they have already provided for themselves;
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and if the Government are desirang of

helping the hospitals te maintain  them-

selves, they should follow the example set
by the Queensland Giovernment, in author-

Isinge some responsible peraon to conduet a

sweep  insteml of allowing  thonsands of

powds aamually to teave the State,

The referenee is tn the ‘‘{lolden (‘askel '’
system, Tt is true that the Bill provides
ihat persons who receive medieal attendanee
at public hospitala ean he sued for payment
of fees, but there are many persons who,
while they can pay a small weekly contri
bution to a medical benefit fund, are not in n
position to pay a substantial sum for hespital
trentment.

The (oloninl Secrctary: Buot the payment
to a medical benefit fund does not give the
right to hospital treatment.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: T know that as
well as the Minister knows it. The point T
want to make is that no hospital committes:
will venture to sue a person for pnyment of
fees if he is not in a position to pay. Thus
hospital treatment will continue to be largely
free, and the demands on the hospitals for
fice treatment will increase considerably. An
hon. member has placed in my hands the
results of the Queensland ‘' Golden Casket’’
system, It appeara that during a period of
fhree years the total distributione to Queens-
I nd hospitals from that source were £246,188,
The hospital tax proposed hy thias Bill should
have heen proposed under the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Amendment Bill. Had
that heen done, the same objection would not
have been raised. Thig hospital tax should
he portion of the ordimary taxation
of the State. If it ia imposed under
this Bill, it will not be added to the gen-
eral taxation returns, and will not ap-
pear in the Estimates of Revenue, but
will be kept entirely separate from them.
Tn thege eireumstances the Treasurcr will not
he showing the full amount of taxation paid,

The Colonial Seceretary: Ts that import-
ant!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1t is very im-
portant, beeavse the moncy should be put
nnder general taxation and set aside for
special purposes, so that people coullt see
what amount they are actually eontributing
by way of taxation, T hope the amendment
will be carried and that, later on, the elanss
will he rejected.

Mr. CHES80ON: T am utterly ngainst this
form of taxation.

The Colonial Seerctary. Yon ecannot he
satisfied with the present arrangement,

Mr. (HESSON: Tn Cue the present
svatem s giving satisfaction, but as soon as
this tax comes into foree the (lovernment
subsidy will be cut off, and thereafter the
local hospital eommittee will have to depend
entirely on the tax, for there will he no
further denations,

The (‘olonial Secretary: That remains to
be seen.
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My, CHESSON: There is no doubt about
it in the minds of the committee of our
hospital. There will be no inducement for
people to contribute to the maintenanee of
the hospital. @Qiving evidence before the
Royal Commission, the chairman of the Cue
hospital deelared that the hospital committec
were entirely opposed to the tavation in the
RBill on the scors that local effort wonld he
destroyed and donations ent out. I am in
favour of the amendment, but whether or
not the amendment be carried T will vote
against the clanse. Whatever rate of tax
may be fixed now, next year probably the
tax will be inereazed, anml we do not know
where the end will be. The proposed system
of taxation finds no favonr with outback
people.

I*rogress reported.

BILL—AGRTCULTURAL SEEDS,
Clouneil’s Amendments,

Schedule of twe amendwents made by the

Counei! now considered.

Tn Committec.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. (anse 2, Subclause (2).—Add ihe
Tollowing words:—f*so far as such sales are
hy regulation cxempted from the operation
of this Act.”’

The MINISTER [FOR AGRICULTITRI:
The member for Mt, Maguet will recolleet
that | promiseld to et inserted in another
(Mhee a provision  preseribing  that  those
farmers who wrake a practice: of growing
vheat for seed should come under the measure,
This amendment will give effect to that. 1
move— )

That the amendment be agreed te.

Question put aad the Council'y

ameidment agreed to,

No. 2, Chwse G, Ssbelavse (1).—Add
the emd of parapraph (¢) the word “fand,’”’
and insert o new paragreaph to stand as (f),
as Tollows:—(Ff) subject {v the regulationg
the country of wrigin,

Phe MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURIE;
Whes the Bill left this Tlouse, it was decmed
desirable o engure that packages of seels
should show the country of origin. For in-
stanee South African Incerne should be dis-
tinguishable from the Australian variety. I
move —

passed

Thai the amendment be agreed to.

Question put amd passest;  the Council's

aendient agreed to.

Liesolutions reported, the veport adopted,
and a0 message accordingly returned to ihe
Couneil.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Couneil 's Amendments.

Schednle. of 13 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill

No. 1. Clause 2.—Strike out this clanse.
The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
amendments made to the Bill render this

I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment  agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 3.—Strike out all the words
after ‘“amended,”’ in line one, and insert
“‘by striking out all the words after ‘doy,’
in line one of the sgetion, down to and inelu-
give of the word *days,” in line two,’’

On wotion by the Minister for Works, the
foregoing amendment was agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 3.—~Add =zt the end of the
¢lause the following:—‘‘and is further
amended by adiling the following :— This
section shall not apply to the Royal Socicty
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Amimals
of Western Australia, as regards dogs in
their ¢nstody from time to time, and held
temporarily by them for the purpose of
finding the dogs suitable homes.” **

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T move—
That the amendiment be agreed to.

clause unnecessn ry.

Where there are stray dops about and the
socicty gets hold of them, they endeavour to
find homes for them but do not wish the
clause to apply to them during that period.
I sgree to that.

Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

the Council’s

No. 4. Clause 5. —After the word
fiamended,”’ in line two, insert ‘fhy

striking out the word f.Januvary,” in fifth

line of the scetion, and inserting the words

“duly, aml is further amended.” "’

The MINISTER FOR WORKSNS: The
amendments as they reached ns were somae-
what betogzed and  several mistakes were
made, A ronference was held regarding them
i [ aunderstood they had been put right.
The next amemwdment T have is to msert the
words ‘“Town Clerk, seeretary or registered
elliver,”” in Clanse 4,

Hon, W. % Angwin: You must read the
Couneil’s amendments with the Aet,—See-
tion 10,

The MTNTSTER FOR WORKS: The notes
given fo me arc te deal next with Clause 4.

The CHAIRMAN:  This is Uouncil's
amendment No L.

Lhon. W. € Angwin: FEvidently the Min-
ister’s officer does not understand, the rules
of Parliament.  The Council’s amendments
ovnly can be dealt with.
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The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
amendments printed on the Notice Paper as
they came from the Council were unintel-
ligible and inexplicable. We could not make
sense of some of them Eventually the mat-
ter was left to one of my oficers to
straighten out, and I was assured that cvery-
thing was in order. T will, however, take
amendment No. 4. This provides for the
termination of the financial year in a uni-
form way on the 30th June. T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Should not the
Minister move a modification striking out the
proviso in the present Act? Tn the present
Act there is a reference to January, but the
CUounecil’s amendment brings us to Juna.
The Minister should agree to the Council *’a
amendment subject to the striking out of
the proviso contained in Section 10.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: That is
provided for. The amendment does what
the hon, member suggests,

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: It scems to me
that the proviso in the Act wmust be struck
out because of the proviso in the Bill, whick
is exactly similar to that in the Act exeept
that it substitutes ‘“.July’’ for ‘JFanuary.”’
[ would suggest that we agree to the Coun-
cil’'s amendment No. 4, subjeet to the pro-
visg in the Act being struck out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ask
leave to withdraw wmy wotion. ’

Motion by leave withdrawn.
Thoe MINISTER I'OR WORKS: 1 move—

That the amendment be agreed to, sub-
jeet Lo the Council agreeing to strike oub
the proviso to Section 10 of the Act.
Question put and passed.

No. 5—Clause G, line 5, afier the words
“‘head of ™’ insert ‘‘great,’”’ and in the samc
line strike out the word ‘‘sheep’’ and insert
“tgmall cattle’’:

The MLNISTER PFOR WORKS: T'he
amendment  is  necessary  because ¢ fsmall
catile’” covers also goats. 1 move—

That the amendiment be agreed to.
Question  put atd passed;  (he Council’s

amendment agreed {o.

No. 6—Clause ¥, add at the enl of Sub-
clanse (2) the following:—*“Such list
shall be made vp on or before the 3ist
day of July in every year, and a revised
list made up every three months there-
after and delivered ia like manner to such
officer,”” and add a forther subsection, as
follows:-—(3) The police shall, when if
comes to their knowledge, notify the local
authority of the name of any person keep
ing or owning an unregistered dog:

Neo. 7.—llawse 11, after the word
“Yeharge,'’ in line four, insert the words

No. 8—Clause 13, after ‘“words,’’ in
line two, strikz out the rest of clanse and
ingert ‘‘and such regulations may impose
a penalty not exceeding five pounds for
any breach thergof’’:

No. 9-—Clause 14, add the following
words:—‘*and the schedule is further
amended by inserting the words ‘thirty-first
day of December,” in lieu of the words
‘thirtieth day of Jume' '’

No. 10—New clause, to stand as No,
11:—Section 20 of the principal Act iy
amended by striking out the word *‘reg-
istered,”’ in line two, and inserting in
lieu thereof the words ¢‘usual or last
known,’’ and is further amended by
striking out the word ‘‘registered,’’ in
line five, and inserting the word ‘‘such.’’

No. 11—New clause, to stand as No.
12:—SBection 22 .of the principal Act is
amended by inserting after the word
‘fdestroy,’” in line five, the words ¢¢ wilk-
out cruelty by some speedy means,’’

No. 12—Add the following new eclause,
to stand as No. 16:—The second sehedule
is amended by substituting the words
‘“thirtieth day of Junc’’ for ¢‘thirty-first
day of December,’’ in forms A and B.

No. 13—(Nause 12, consequentially on
the striking out of Clause 2, strike out
the words ¢‘the exeision of the worl
‘three’ and.”’

On motions by the Minister for Works,

the foregoing amendments by the Council
were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
L'ouneijl,

BILL—PENSIONERS (RATES EXEMI-

TION).
Conneil’s Amendment.
Awmendment made by the Legislativa

Couneil now considered,

in Committee.
Mr. Anpgelo in the t'bair, Capt, Carter in

charre of the Bill.

Clause 2—3trike out all Lhe words after
the figures *“18197? in line four, and jn-
sert the following words:—f“the water,
stermwater, and sewcrage rates, meter
rent, sanitary and pan rates in respeet of
land of which he is in oceupition as
owner.  The payment of such rates shall
be deferred, and the same shall be pay-
ahle vnly on the sale of the property ov
the death of the pensioner, but in the
meantime they shall become a first charge
on the property, subject to any rights of
a mortgagee cxisting at the date of the
passing of this Act.’’

Capt, CANTER: [ think we can aveept

this amewdinent,

Hon, W, ¢ ANUWIN: The Bill, when it

tithe collar and dise for which shall be
supplied free of charge by the registeriug
authority?’:

went to the Council, provided for exemp-
tienn from rates under the Municipal Cor-
purations Act, the Road Districts Act and
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water and sewerage rate. The Council has
jnserted part, not the whole, of the rates
struck under the Health Act. The health
rate is very small, but this amendment
means that the Joeal authority will have to
colleet it. I suggest to the hon. member
that he modify the Couneil’s amendment by
inserting the word ‘‘health’’ after ‘‘meter
rent.”’

My, Mohey: Is that the ooly one omitted?

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: I think so; I deo
not know of any other,

Capt. CARTER: I did not notice that
omisgion. Aecting on the hon. member's sug-
gestion T move—

That the amendment be modified by in-
serting after ‘‘rent’’ the word ‘‘health.”’

Modification put and passed.

Mr, LAMBERT: The Councilt’s amendment
secms to be a departure and I am not surc
whether it is altogether safe, though the word
“fexisting?’ does limit it.

Mr, RICHARDRON: Our intention was
that these rates should become a first charge
on the property. The amendment will cut
out municipalities and road boards and give
the first rights to mortgagees.

Capt, CARTER: This gquestion was thrashed
out on the second reading. As I wnderstand
the law it is impossible to interfere with an
existing right.

Mr. Lambert: Perhaps the member for
Bunbury can throw some light on it.

Mr, MONEY: Tt would be wrong for
legislation to interfere with an existing mort-
gagee’s right. T can understand objection
being taken to a future mortgagee.

Mr. Hughes: But the mortgagee does not
release property from the payment of rates.

Mr. Lambert: The rights of a mortgagee
would be the same if this measure were not
passed.

Mr. MONEY: This Bill will not interfere
with the existing rights of & mortgagee.

Mr. RICHARDSON : This amendment
opens up a very wide diseussion. The point
was not discussed on the second reading.
Bates and taxes are a first charge on any
property, and if this amendment be passed,
the mortgagee will have the first right and
will have priority over any municipal ecouneil.

Mr, Money: No.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Then what is the
need for the nmendment? The existing mort-
gagee would have the right to step in prior
to a municipality or road board.

The Premier: I do not think so.

Mr, RICHARDSON: The intention was
that the rates and taxes were to become the
first charge on property after the death of
the pensioner. This is an insidious amend-
ment which will alter the whole position.

Hon. W. ¢. ANGWIN: The intention of
the Bill was fo relieve old age pensioners from
the payment of rates in future. There may
be a few pensioners whose property is mort-
gaged. If these words are not imserted, there
i3 a possihility of the morigapee closing on
the mortgage. The pensioner might have to

(94]

sacrifice any equity in the property, because

it would be put on the market for a forced

sale in order to pay the mortgagee. Thus the

Rensioner would not get the benefit of the
ct.

Mr. Money: This ?roteets the pensioner.

Mr. Richardson: No, it protects the mort-
gagee.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This might apply
to only balf a dozen pensioners, but those to
whom it does apply will not get the benefit
of the measure.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The effect
of the amendment will be to weaken sccurity
so that a mortgagee wonld hesitate to deal
with an ¢lderly person because of the protec-
tion afforded. Every year such rates remain
unpaid, the security is correspondingly wenk-
ened.  So, instend of doing the pensioner a good
turn we shall be doing the reverse, because
if he wishes to raise money on his home, there
will be no market for Lim. This will be
practieally & permanent moratorium to pro-
teet a property from sale and maintain an
existing mortgage, although the security is
heing weakened on account of the Hability
{or rates continually being added to it.

Mr, HUGHES: The latter words of the
amendment will protect the mortgagee to a
greater extent than the pensioner. In the
cvent of a pensioner’s property being sold at
his death, the rates become a first charge
upon it. If the property iz mortgaged, the
municipality have a prior elaim wpon it for
their rates. If this amendment becomes law
and there is £10 owing on the property
at the death of the pensioner, instead of the
municipality having the prior elaim upon the
procecds, because of the ratcs the whole of
the amount realised will go to the mortgagee.
I move—

That the Council’s amendment be further
modified by striking out the words ‘‘sub-
jeet to any rights of the mortgagee existing
at the date of the passing of this Aet.”’
The PREMIER: This only protects the

right of the man who has advanced money
against the property.

Mr. Hughes: At the expense of the muni-
cipality.

The PREMIER: No. If the mortgagee has
the right under his mortgage to insist upon
the payment of the rates, as he undoubtedly
has, he ean demand a receipt from year to
year for the rates, or has the right to call
i lis mortgage.

Mr. Huoghes: This Bill will override the
mortgage.

The PREMIER: No; if the mortgagee
wishes he can demand from the owner a re-
ceipt for the rates,

Mr. Hughes: In the face of this Bill#

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr. Hughes: It gives him a prior claim
over the municipality?

The PREMIER: No, he could not elaim
abead of the local authority. AN he can do
is to demand trat the rates shall be paid.
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Mr. Chesson: I thought this was intended
to protect the persioner,

The PREMIER: So it does. We are help-
ing the old age pensioner, but have no right
te help him at the expense possibly of some
other old man or at the expense of the muni-
cipality. It would he wrong to strike out
these words.

Mr. MONEY: A misgconception hag arisen.
The member for North-East Fremantle put
the case clearly. The object of the Bill is
to protect the pensioner. There is nothing,
and there was nothing, in the Bill to prevent
the mortgagee from proteeting himself. This
amendment represents an advantage to the
pensioner in that it gives security to the
mortgagee. To strike out the words would
he wrong. If the mortgagee’s rights were
lessened, he would realise on his mortgage.
The amendment should be agreed to in toto,

Point of Order.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: I rise to a point of
order. The Bill as presented to the Legis-
lative Couneil was not worded as it was
worded when it left this Chamber, There was
an amendment moved in Clause 2, to strike
out *‘shall,’’ and insert in lien ‘‘may e¢laim
to.”’ That amendment was carried. The ob-
jeet was to allow such old age pensioners as
preferred to do so, to pay their rates, instead
of letting them stand ‘on the property.

The Chairman: It appears to me that
an error has been made; but as the reprint
of the Bill has gone forward to the other place
and passed that Chamber with that mistake
in the Bill, I do not see how the error is to
be rectified unless in some way the Bill ean
be recommitted.

Hor. W. C. Angwin: When the Bill went
through its third reading lhere, it did so on
the certificate of the Chairman of Commit-
tees. There is no blame attaching to members,

The Chairman: Quite so. I shall be
glad to hear any suggestions as to what course
should be taken. If hon. members desire it,
T will refer the question to the Deputy
Speaker.

Mr. Lambert: I think that, in the eir-
cumstances, to report progress would be the
best course.

Progress reported.
Houge adjourned at 11.47 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notiiying assent to the following
Bills—

1, Dairy Industry.

8, Esperance-Northwards Railway
gion.

Exten-

PRIVILEGE—RECORD OF MEMBERS'’
ATTENDANCES.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [4.35]: T rise
to a point of privilege, and also a persenal
explanation. T observe that the Minutes of
the last meeting of this House do not show
my name as that of a member who attended
the sitting, which is an obvious ecrror, as
other members can certify.

The PRESIDENT: The alteration will he
made as a matter of form. I am sorry the
error has oceurred, and I shall endeavour
to take steps to prevent the recurrence of
such an error.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
usual form is to set out the mames of mem-
bers present during a sitting. In this House
the opposite course has been adopted, of men-
tioning the names of members who were not
present.

Hon, J. Duffell: T think the method pre-
viously adopted was more satisfactory to
everybody, and I think we should revert to
it

The PRESIDENT: I have not the Min-
ntes before me, and therefore am not in a
position to say.

BILL—EKOJONUP AGRICULTURAL AND
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY'S LAND.

Read a thigd time and passed.



